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INTRODUCTION

This re.crt prescnts the first results of the reacarch onto the .
s.cio~ecencmic pesitin o w.men in the rural sceiety f the Rada'~
district,

The re¢scarch is undertaker. on behalf of the Rada Integrated Rural
Duvelogment Project (RIRDF) and the rural health care to provide
guneral information on women in the Rada'~arca and especially on
their pesiticn in watermanagement, agriculture, animal husbandry and
rcther--and=child=~care, In “he end the research is t¢ serve future
ccmmunity~development and extensiun-wirk auong women,

The research censists of two phases, The first phase - of which the
results are prescnted here ~ had the aim of collecting basic
informaticn cn wemen as well as the firat identificaticn of wements
positicn in watermonagement, animal husbandry, agriculture and mother=-
and~child~-care, The seccnd phagse of the rescarch gues into all cther
aspects of the life and wors of rural women. The informaticn gained
therewith is to centribute to a2 fuller understanding of wonen's
position in the above menticnel matters. Besiles this it should result
1n guilelines for development activitics undertaken or to be undertaken,

Thie report thus prescnts internediary findings an' does not intend
20 give an cverall view of the jousitiin of rural w.men, nor ¢xplicite
guidelines for development activities,

The basge f the rescarch lays mainly in three villages in the area
north of Redat!«tcewn and the results arce therefore not representative
fir the wihcle of Radat~listrict,
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BACKGROUND=-INFORMATION ON THE RESEARCH

Defenition on the osition of womuen.- The resuarch undurtakun is
operaticnalized in such a way as to zccountffiot only the

rosition of rural wemen itsclf but also for the relatiunship between
their position and (xisting c¢r possible developnment adtivities,

The positicn of rural women is Jdefined as the position that wemen hold
in the maintenance and develviment ¢f the rural scciety, Within the
rescarch 5 aspects have buun stated t¢ determine the position of
women, These ares

1., the labcurc:ntributi:n of wemen t¢ maintaining or ralslng a living

and thercwith th ir specific activities undertaken and methods cr
techniques used;

2., the aut.n.my cr deiendency f w men in decigicnmaking cuncernlng
all matters of 11ve11h0ud .

3. the (in-)formal crganisati.ns of woien and the ways of and
poagibilitivs foer prumoti.n of their interests;

4, the juridicel attitude towards.wcceny... = .
5. the historical changes in the preceding aspects,

The ,osition of wumen as such implies a2 comparison wlth the yLosition
held by men and can thus never be seen as an instance' 1tself.

A second implication is that women's jposition is sven relative to
the sccio=uconomic structurce of the society in questiun and in the
cnd to the relati.nship betwoeen this sceicety and other sovcial f.rmations,

Within the rusearch cmchasis is laid on the sccic—ceoncmic positicn
gince the sccizal and c¢c.nemic activitius of women are of nest relevonce
to the duvelvpment activitics of the RIRDP an! the rural health care,

Therefcre the rescarch has taken the labiur centributiun of w-nun or
their activities, as m.nti.ne! undexr 1, as its ;cint of Jduiarture,
M1 cther aspuects of the ositich of wenmen are mainly seen from the
angle of the ccon mic and s.cial activities,

Rescarch-items, .ifter a short field=survey a get of items have bewn

d fined, which w.uld most likely se¢rve as a checklist of all the
aspects that Jdet.rmine the csiticn of rural wem.n and its relaticnship
to development activities, This sut of items jroscnts first of all

the 8 cial wd ceun mic acti ns f w.men which arc cf significance

or the lirvet interest of tha RIRTP and the rual health care, ’
These are watermanagement, agriculturce, animal husbandry and nctherw
and=chill~carv, Bach ¢f these items hos been further divided into sube
itcus, which are to represent, when jpessible, cll aspects stating the
pesiti:n of wenen from the activity itsclf to hist rical changes,

The 4 menti.ned items roccived Lricrity-attintion during the first
rescearch-phase, Sceeendly, for a goud unlderstanding of the above
ventioned motters, research cnto the following items is decnel
necussary: houschcll and the ,urchasc of geeds, commercial activitics
and crafts, s.cial gatherings, Bccial res_onsibility anl migrati.n,
The same rocedure f.r Jefining sub-itums has boen folloewed as in the
case of the ,ricrity-items, During the scc.n. hase of the rescarch
the main atteaticn will laz/gn_this sucend set of itens,
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Selected v111eges. Three villages, located in the area north of
Reda'=~town, have been selected to serve as the base for the researoh
The area caa be roughly defined as the area within half a oircle of
20 to 25 kilometers north of Rada'~town, It has been chosen as the
research -basge’ because it wag very llkely for the’ RIRDP to start ﬁeﬁd
ita activities, espeoxally those’ in the field of wattersupplies. JaiE
hs the selcction of the research-villages’ two matters were-taken into
account: availability of woter and presence of the mobile’ ciinic of’
the rural health’ care, As far.as possible the ‘existunce. of’ different
kind of" v1llages in the area was taken into conszderation. The following
three v111ages were Buluctud' ‘ “5 -

Gorla A8 Sawda. Thls medlum—sized village 15 located 1n the wudi Thdh,
north-wust of Rada', which is abounding in water, The mobili - cllnio -
attunds this village every fortnight,

Al Wodbah, A hamlct located north of Rada' on the basaltplateau. There
is locally no water available for domostlc us¢ all year round,
The hamlet does not take part in the program of the mobile clinie,

Ar Ruba't, This small villaoge is situated on the southerm rin of the
Matar Valley to the north-.ast of Rada', The village has ¢nough water
21l y<ar round, It is visited monthly by the mobile clinic,

Selected households, In each xe8earch-village 8 households were ad
random chosen on behalf of the quesiioning on the said set of researchp
items, To ease the questioning and the research in general, basic
information on each houschold and its female membors above the age of
12 years was collected, These quantitative data concern mainly
demographic and socio-cconomic matters of the seluctud houscholds and
vomen thorcof, Bach village is visited bi=weckly and the questioning
dirccted most often towards the women of the houscholds chosen,

Every reseorch-itum is discussed twice in <ach v1llage with the use of
standard—llsts of sub—~items,

The number of 8 housceholds per village was reserved to render
representativeness to thedifferent kind of households in a village, as
well as reliability to findings on women, Moreover the number of

8 households s2rved practical field activities, since it would have been
bordersomefor women, in case fewer houscholds were chosen, if they were
questioned every fortnight by the ruscarch-tcam,

For the¢ research-villages a household can be defined as a group of peeple
who live and eat together in one house and share-common work, They do
not necessarily have to live on one budget. In the research-area it is
1mposs1ble to distinguish budget-groups. The occupants of a house all
benefit since budgets are partly corbined,

The sample-population. The sample=population consists of 57 women. who
together belong to 24 households, Quantitative data on women glven'are
based on the unweighed sum of data on 57 women, 48 a matter of fact ~
the sizes of the villages differ so that an adjustment should be made
by weighing the sample-population of each village before adding their
figures. However the number of 3 villagus is too small- to- allow for
waighivg since then certoin (subu)varlablcs are likely to be overWeighéd.
It is'considered unjustified - on the basis of uxisting knowledge on
the area - to give most weight to the largest village, Garia s Sawda,
since then caracteristics of the Sada~class would be ov»rrepresento

in the research flndlngﬂ.
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The villages of Al Wadboh and Air Ruba't ore considered, as far as
the genera’ position of women is concerned, to be more representative
of the area than athe village of Garia .s Sawda,

At The present state of the research it is thought most justified

not to apply weighing, The following exercise is considered to merit
some justification to this procedurc: to the unweighed sum of the data
of 57 women have been added the data of 19 women of 8 houscholds of
the village of Al Khabar; the addition did not change outcemes
substantially, This excrcise hewcver, should be interpreted with
caution since the village of Al Khabar lays outside the actual
rescarch~area, The figures given in the following should thus be scen
as being indicative, -

Al Khobar., The village of Al Khabar is included siduways into the
regearch for diffcrent reasons, The village is located south of Rada'-
town and is thc¢ projuctesite for the RIRDP, On behalf of its activities
on the project~site the position of Al Khabar?!s women in respect te
agriculture and animal husbandry is investigated. This ¢ffered the
possibility of comparing the research-results of the 3 research~
villages to a village outside that area so as to obtain a first
impression of their representativeness, On behalf of this the same
basic information has been collected in the village of Al Khabar and
the same standard-lists were used for the discussions on the researche
items. Whereever figures obtained frem Al Khabar differ from those

of the research-villages -~ although this only occurs in a few ingtances -
it will be mentioned in the following, The same counts for qualitative
information obtained, As much the research undertaken in the village

of Al Khabar forms part of the third research-phase,

Once the basic research in the three selected villages has been
finalized a comparative research will be held in other areas in the
Rada'~district,
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THE RESEARCH~-VILLAGES

The three research-villages differ not only to matters for whieh they
have been selected ~ water availability and presence of the mobile
clinic - yet alse in respect to size, socie~economic base and
infrastructure, These differences might have or have a large
influence 9n the position of women and therefore merit special
attention, The kind of village in which a woman lives defines to a
large extend her life oand work,

Garia As Sawda. Garia As Sawda is one of the many villages lecated in
the Wadi Thah., The village itself is situated in the middle of the
Wadi on the rocky-outcrop and is surrounded by agricultural fields and
fruityards, It is a medium~sized village consisting of appr. 50 heuses
with an estimated population of 400, The village counts some 35
migrants, who mainly work in Saudi-Arabia and who ecg¢asionally return
home for a few manths to take a rest and invest and spend the money
earned,

The area of Garia 4As Sawda is abounding in water all year round,
Several streams ran next to the village, A well scrves as the watcere
supply for the village water—system, which has becn set up in
coepcration with the Local Development Authority (LDA). : _
Ther¢ are two shops in the villages éne is owned by the same person
who owns the well and the other is owned by the village headman (Aqd),
A few houses are connceted to the eglts generator,

Outside the village a school has been built which serves several
villages of the Wadi Thah, Every two weeks the clinic of the Church of
Scotland Mission is hvld in the sehool so that it is epen te all
neighbouring villages.

Garia As Sawda owns a large mosque which is uged by many surrounding
villages on fridays and feastdays. For scrvices the people of Garia
mainly go to Malah and Rada’,

There are no carpenters or taxidrivers having the village as their
base. The villagers are either farmer or farm—labourcr.

In the Wadi moinly crops for sclf-sufficicncy arc grown: sorghum, wheat,
barley and alfalfa, 4 few farmers grow vegetables, Oate~cultivation has
becn triud, yct because of the siltiness of the soil it preved te be a
failure, much to the discontentment of the farmcrs, The leaves

turned yellow and the taste was disliked, The village is said te have
little rainfed land outside the wadi. Some farmers own a fruityard in
the wadi proper and sell their surplus of apricots, pears, peaches and
figs on the informal local market.

The animal population is amall in comparison to Al Wadbah and Ar Ruba’'t,
Only a few households own sheep,

Taten in its total the village of Garia As Sawda is much richer at
least in the traditional sense of large families and much land - than
the other research~-villages. The houscs are rather large, they consist
almost all of 2 gbries and gqre relatively modern and well=—equiped,
This especially counts for the Sada and less for the Arabs of the
Villageo

The fact that three-quartcrs of the villagers are Sada particularizes
the village in comparison to the other 2 villages and also to other
villages of the research-area, Sada, the direct descendants of the
Prophet Mohommed, belong to the highest social class in Yemen.
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They usually hold higher and religious positions, yet not all can be
considered rich in the cconomic sense, For the position of women it is
important to notify that Sada women cannot marry Arab mnn, while Arab
v - s oqn be married to Sada men. The contact between Sada and Arabs
is limited in social respect, not necessarily in economic respect.
Although Sada are no tribesmen the Sada of Garia As Sawda resort under
the uzla ;tribe) Al Arsh, The Arabs of the village belong to the uzla
Gayfa.

Al Wadbah, The hamlet of Al Wadbah consists of 8 houses and counts at
present 54 inhabitants; 7 migrants left for Saudi-Arabia, It is located
some kilometers north of Al Hanaka on a minor track to Al Manasa.

The homlet is situated in a dry wadi of the basaltplateau and is
surrounded by agriculturzl . ficlds, The village does not have enough
water throughout the year, although rucently the villagoers have
revolutionarized their watersupply by constructing new cisterns,

Because of its size the village does not have a mill or a shops once a
week a tradesman from a neighbouring village comes by donkey to sell
some household-necessities., For srrvices the hamlet fully depends on

Al Hanzka, Gawl Athra and Rada', There is no transport available in the
village, men go either by donkey or hitchhike to Rada', Al Wadbah is
like Garia As Sawda a farmers village, founded some 6 generations asn,
The important rainfed crops are: cereals, 2lfalfa and gat, Two

farmeras own irrigated land in Wadi Sir, a branch of the Wadi Thah.

The &6 familiey of the hamlet own some 6000 habl of rainfed land, Every
household owns about the same acreage with the exception of the 291, who
owns more than the others, People from other villages also own land

in the wadi of Al Wadbah, The animal population is large in comparison
to the other research~villages. There are some 250 sheep, yet no goat:.
Furthermore the hamlet owns some camels, 8 cows, several dozen chickens
and 25 donkeys, The latter being important for water fetching and
transport of goods and agricultural produce.

Recently the outlook of the village is changing tremendously. A year ago
a small mosque has been built by the aql and at present three families
are constructing a new house while othexhave built additions to their
houses, The original houses were small, built of cobble-~stones, and only
on: story high, Besides their agricultural income, thoe villagers seek
additional income in Saudi-Arabia, The money carned therc is used for
housc-building and cistern~construction. Once the moncy is finishud the
young mcn return to Saudi-Arabia., At the moment however they think
migration will be of less importance since lack of job~opportunities

in Saudi, Besides this they think it will be luss nucessary to migrate
now most of thum grow qat., This is changing their economic basc
considerably. Many fields have beun changed into qat-ficlds,

Al Wadbah considers itself onc big family whore everyon: is known to
the other. Exchange of labour is a common feature between the villagers,
yet in essence everything is organized per household, Migration howevex
seems to individualize the households to a great extend, especially now
since each household plans to build or has built its own private cistern,
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fuba't, ‘lhe villa e of Ar Ruba't differs greatly from Garia As Sawda
and Al Wadbah as far as the economic base of the village is concerned,.
Ar Ruba't is located in the southern part of the Mater Valley in the
rim of agricultural fields, The village consists of 28 houses with an
egtimated population of 175. At present there are some 20 migrants who
are on and off in Saudi-Arabia, where most of them work as 2 carpenter.
They usually stay in the village for some threc months to rest and spend
their money on housce-~building and other luxury-items,
Ar Ruba't concists lice Al Wadbah originally of small one-story houscs,
Hany of these houscs arc owned by people who reside in other villages
and for which no rent is paid., Migration is also herc changing rapidly
the outlooks of the village. At present some 6 housus have cluctricity.
The village has 2 shops, which are owned by gomeone in Rada' and which
serve the bagic-grocery~-ncceds of the village,
As far as minor sc¢rvicus or infrastructural aspucts are concerned
Ar Rubatt should be considered part of a group of 4 villages, located in
the southern part of the Matar Valley. One village will have a shop,
th: other n mosque & a mill. For more important services Ax Ruba't
relies on Rada'. Thoere is a school in a farther-=off village located in
the middle of the valley, “but none of Ar Ruba'ts children attends it,
Ar Rubat't is visited once a month by the mobile clinie, which is held in
someone's house,
Although Ar Ruba't belongs to uzla Gayfa it entertains many contacts with
ugla Al Jauf. Many women from A1 Jauf are married to Ar Ruba't,
Compared with its direct surrounding villages and especially to Garia
As Sawda, Ar Ruba't svems originally a poor men's village, where people
hove tried to gain a meagre living from the land and sheep- and goate
rearing. None of the villagers owns land in the irrigated valley in
front of their door, Many men now have their occupation outside
agriculture and ar. working as construction~labourcrs in Rada', One of
th.m is a taxi~owner and driver. A few people thus rcmain farmers working
their own rainfed land or rentud land and some work as agricultural
labour¢rs. The usuzl scale ‘of crops arc grown. @t and vegetables have
been tried in the area yet their cultivation was unsuccusfull Soils aru
considered too silty, espccially for qat.
Thus in contrast to the migrants of Garia as Sawda and Al Wadbah, where
many return to farming, the former migrants have changed thelr ocoupation
on the basis of their experince in Saudi-irabia,
As in Al Wadbah, there are no cooperative act1v1t1us undertaken by the
villagers. There is also no actlvb LDA.

Al Khabar, Although .1l .IKhabar is only sideways involved in the research,

a few remarks on this village arc justified.

Al Khabar listinguishes its<lf from the three research-villages mainly

by its total size -~ its populcation is wstimated to be some 700 -, its

large houses and somewhat larger houscholds, As far as known more men find
an cmployment outside agriculturc than in the other v111agns. Its nearness

to Rada' is of 1mportance. AR .

v




II1

-8 ~

GENERAL INFORMATION ON WOMEN

Befors going in detail into womonts positiin in watormanagumint, animale
husbandry, ngrioulture and mothungand~ohildmcaro regpuctively, o gencgal
impregsion on their overall pogition will sexrve to olagpify specific
positions,

Aotivitius, A woman'g life and work.is dbound to her husband's family and

village, In many ways she is involved in securing tha substance of the

family and usually perfcrming mo®e work than men,

A village woman ig pemarkably bugy thyoughout the day, The Juties of an

average woman are manys

- the preparation cf food saeveral timus a day;

« the processing cf agrieultural] and animal proluce on behalf of the
daily needs;

~ lo.king after animals ~ cows and chicken ~ and fetching theixr foddegs

~ fetching of water several times a days .

-~ washing clotheg of th. fomily;

~ working in the fieldgs

-~ clecaning of the hcuse;

(]

L& I
;£ children, U
Mzufffff§?§a°- ¢ 1::;; U
Theshouseholderelated ~otivitice mi be the most important duties of.a
womn bufl thoy very often do not ocutweigh in t;mc the nocesgary work for

agrlculture and animal husbanlr{ Di e Heus

Each household divides—the wer accorllng to the number of womun, their
relative status and age, As such there ig not only a wcrkdivision between
men and wemen, but also between the women themselveg, Elderly women dontt

l~ck after the typlcal household=activities such as cocking, fetc
vetor and washing, yet they usually tend to look after the cow, Besides

they perform all scrts ¢f handy-jobs such as the sorting cut of kishr
cercals, «tc. and they will lcck after the little children when their
nother is busy outside the hcuse,
Ycunger wem n are left with the dayly werk cof cocking and water fetching
and next tc this they often help on the land and with the animals,
A girl cf 6 years ¢ld is taught all the things a woman is expected to do
in and arcunl the house and by the time she is ten or twelve she will do
all the necessary househcld-work and other lutics while her mother
attends to cther things. A large part of the worklcad is thus lone by
young glrls cf the house,
Next tq}&hu% daily activitiesw.men are engaged ol yeor—rourti—in all
sorts 4--have -house{~hcld)Cr
otherwtse, such as remudllng_ube house, whitewashing, carpet~cleaning,
preparations fcr feastmeils and s cn.... These activities are Jone
mere ¢r less intensively several times a year and oftun coincide with
occasi~ns such a8 wuddings, births, Ramadan and feastdays.

ing the afternc n s.me wem.n have time t ¢ scme craftwerk, such as
8pinning, basketmrking, sewing or cmbreilerie, The handicraft-~itoms

T

however do very often serve hougehold purpescs ani B(IC wWullin are
commercially ongagud in eraftwerk, Yl

cre than 15% of th. women cntertain ccmmercial activitive of scme kind:
sewing clothes, making baskets, pottury werk, selling in a stcre or
agricultural labcur, These comm recial act1v1t1 28 are usually undertaken
when the wceman needs to support herself or partly support hersclf,

She will thun be a widew c¢r liverced woman without a family to support
her, Scm: times she might be engaged in the cummercial activity of hex
husband. Or, the weman likes t have her own cash-income, which she
wtherwise wcull n t receive fr.m her husband,
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Support by men. The mentioned commercial activitics of wemen leads

to a very important issue of the position of w.men, namcly that women
are the cnes t¢ be sup.ortel by men, Stating it the other way around:

a man is responsible four locking after his family, whether this be his
wife, his chil ‘ren or his wilcwed mother, A man is fcremost xresyonsible
for his family's food prcvision whether this by means of own
production or by means of buying the necessary items,

The fact that m 1 are the ultimate respendible jersons can be traced
back in horily everything where lecisicng have to be taken, It alsc
means that a man is rupresenting his family tc¢ the cutside wcrld in
abcut every case: in buying hcusehold necessities, in arranging the
marriage cf his children, in casc¢ a house or a water—resurveir has to
be c nstructed, when a chill has to be taken tc the hospital, etc.

The frct that men are sup_.orters of women finds its rcots in Islamic
low and its cxpression in ccmmon law)

What makes a decisiun cr res,cnsibility an ultimate one, depends in
its very instance on the individual eas¢ or houscholl. This also means
that an ultimate decision can be strongly influenced by woemen,

In practice womn are left with the responsibility and deecisicn moking
in daily matters cr routine activities, Here the daily responsibilities
of women cinccern first of all househcldactivitiecs - except the
purchasing f gocds - and the neanise and locking after the children,
Secindly it c.ncerns many agricultural activities and the reaning of
cows and chicken,

48 already scmuwhat indicated the legal position of wenen has to a
great ¢xtend % Jlo with the fact that men are the sup, orters of women,
Since women hove the right tc be supported by men, it is the nen who
sh.uld inhcrit the largest part of the nccessities f life, i woman
inherits half the amcunt of what her brc¢ther receives, She can Jlivorce
her husband when h:  c¢us not sup,ort her properly and aftexr the divorce
sh. can demand the support ¢f her father ¢r dbrother agoin,

A weman'a legel position is most elearly stated at marriage and support
is then unly c¢ne ¢f the aspects, Obelicnce towards the husband, mutual
inheritance and bride price are alsc of importance, However one will
find the actual jositicn of wemen tc differ in many respects from the
official juridical c¢ne indiecatesi,

Organisaticns. Fcrmal rganisatiins of wemen are non=existent, Women
organize thumselves informally within the sphere of the fanily-group of
women and within the neighbourhe degriupe The family-grcup is the most
important one fur the in lividunl wcman as well in the econcmic as
sccial 8 nse, Hexr Jaily life is scedulel through this group and her
inlividual positiun determined by it. '
The neighbcurhood is f significance in respoect to scrvices cn behalf
of agriculture and ~nimal hushandry, Sccial gatherings anong
neibouring wonci relate in the villages to suecial occasicns such as
weldings and births, Neighbours are often relatives,
A w.nman's mobility is limit.d tc¢ the village in goncral and to the
usbands family in specific, hcwever nct limitel to women alane,
Wemen hove te prom te their interests through the informal family-
channels, where the husban! r his mcther arce the mest inportant people
to rcach,
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Changes, Women's position in the maintenance of hex families needs is
certainly not a static one. Recently it changes in many aspects through
the desisolation of village-life, The most important matter in this
respect is migration, About every woman is sooner or later confronted
with migration of her husband, son or brother—in-law, ,

Of further importance and directly or indirectly related to mlgratlon

ig the raised cash~income of many families and therew1th the introduction
of new items for many purposes. The effects of theae changes can hardly
be oversecn vwhen it comes to women's position., They do not only touch
upon their material well being and subsistance of life, they go beyond

to influence women's role in decision making, their mobility and interests.
Although the instance of migration influences almost all women, it does
not influence them all in the same way,

Differentiation, It appears important to differentiate the positions of
women in all their aspects, As has been found thusfar, a woman's position
is strongly influenced by her age and marital status. Moneover »f

relevance to her are the social and economic background of her and her
husbands family and in relation to this the size of the household to

which she belongs, Furthermore the ocupation of her closest male relative

-is important and as indicated hefore, migratien, All these matters are to

effect women's positions in different ways and this in turn complicates

.the whole of the identification of different socios=economic groups of
.wamen, Their identification however is considered of utmost impoxrtance

to development activities and therefore merits much attention in the

.research, In order to identify dié¢fferent groups of women background

information on women - especially their demographic background and
specific activities as well as the households to which they belong -

was collected, It will beshortly presented here,

Marriage and divorce, Theaverage age of the sample~population - con81st1ng
of all women above the age of 12 years belonging to 24 households - is
estimated to be %3 years, yet’ tuo/thlrds of the women are below this age,
Only a few women did not marry yet., The average age at which women first
marry is 13 to 15 years, At preseit some 75% of the women are married. /'
There is no woman who does not marry and only elderly women remain
divorced or widowed, Only half of the women of all ages are at present

in their first marriage, meaning that the other half has already married
twice or will remarry soon,

A small percentage of the scond or third marriages arc causcd by the
decath of the former husband, leaving divorce to be the main causc for
another marriagc, Since the above given figures are based on an average
for all generations it can be concluded that it is very li:ely for a
woman to marry twice in her lifetime,

This has a tremendous influence on the life and work of a woman, since
she ig the one who moves from one family to the other or moves back and,
forward between her own family and those of her husbands,

Divorce in itself can be caused by many reasons, the most important being
that a woman does not bear children soon enoughs that her husband
dislikes her and that slie either ‘dislikes her husband or his family,

itspecially when these factors colncide a divorce is likely to happen,

It is important to stress the fact that a woman should have children

as soon as possible after marriage. The present women who do not have
children are all less than 20 years of age —= however their chance »f cver
having children can be¢ said to be 99% if not 100% < and of whom some

are already in their scecond marriages Unless a woman marries to someonc

- in hcr own ~

/- The remaining part being iéthgr divorced or widowed,
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in her own village, which occurs only to a minority of the women, she
usually does not know hur husband and his family before marriage so that
the chance of mutual dislike is large, In this respect it should be
emphagized that she dous not only move to her husband but in many cases
to his family and that it is important whether she can get along with

the women of the house, Since divorce is such a normal thing to occur,
divorced women are not looked down upon unless they remain unmarriecd.

A divorced woman returns to her own family, especially when she is yeung
to be able to remarry. In many cases, if she has children, they stay with
the husbands family since children belong to the man, For the time being
the divorced woman has some "advantages'" above the married woman, She
does not have to Bsk her husband!s permimsion when she wants to undertake
gomething, She has usually more freedom of mevement and while living

at her parents house often does not have to do as many duties as her
sisters-in~law. On the other hand a divorced woman misses the direct
support of a husband and in certain cases will have te previde her own

living.

Crogs~cousin marriage More than one third ¢f the prosent marriages
are cross—cousin morriages, A woman can be married to as well the sen
nf her fathers brother as the son of her meathers brother., A marriage
betwuen cousins occurs more often at the first marriage than at the
seccond marriage of the woman, The obvious reasons for these marriages
are that both families know eachother and have a pessibility to keep
wealth within the family,

It is uncommon for a man t> marry more than gue weman, when a man would
like to have another wife he usually diverces the first one,

Family-composition. Most women thus stay at the house ¢f the familyeine
law and participate fully in the family-life of the husband, having eften
minimized contacts with their own family ta gpcasional visits and duties,
For the individual woman it is important which positioen she has within
her husbands family, Half of the houschelds tn which the women beleng
are extended families, meaning that mere than 2 generations ¢r cengenial
lines live in one and the sam: housc., Nucleus families, consisting of
husband, wife and possible children, make up for the other half of the
househeld,

Around 40% »f the women are the wife of the head of the hnus;hold
whether he be the head of an extended or a nucleus family, Thesc womcn
usually have a large say in houschold-matters and can have a large say
in the activities of their daughters and daughters-in-law,

Some 25% ef the women are daughters~in-law while 12% are (divorged)
daughters, who live at their parental home for a short petiod; The
remaining relations botween the head of the household and other women
living in the house arc either his mother, nicces or cousins or sisters-
in-law, The¢ younger women - young wifes, daughters-in-law and daughters ~
arc¢ the most active pursons in especially houschold-activities,

A fuw women live by themsel¥es; they are either a widow or divorced and
they make their own living. Men never live alone,
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Pamily-size, The average family-size is 6,5, not counting migrants.
This figure is higher for -he village of Al Khabar, An average family
of 6,5 persons consigts of _,3 men and 2,4 women above the age of

12 years, Women thus far ousnumber men when counting the defacto
population, On the average cne out of every two families has a migrant
Migrants usually come from _arger families which have many male as
well as femele actives,

Occupation. The occupation ¢f the male relatives on which the individual
woman depends varies greatly, Only 1 out of every 4 women relies on a
full-time farmer for her living, The same number of women has a husband
who presently migrated, Some 10% of the husbands has an independent
profession outside agriculture, while 40% of the men are farm labourexrs
or full-time labourers,

The occupation of a woman's supporter,in most cases her husband,
determines to some extend the amount and kind of work she has to do
beeides the houschold-activitics and the lorking after ehildren,

Education, With the exceptior. of a few Sada~women, whn received some
Keran—education, none of the women ever went to schnol., The fact that a
woman should marry and bear children and that she thus should*be prepared
for motherhood and household-dutics does not leave her time to go to
achool when she is a young girl, Moreover, village=women never had a
chance of going to school since these only have recently been built in
the area, The present situation is changing somewhat since a few girls
start attending school.
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WATERMANAGEMENT

An identification of women's pogition in watermanagement here refers

to domestic water use, Women's role in watermanagement is especially
important in reference to the fetching, storage, use and re-use or
disposal of water, Watersupply is a man's business, whereever these are
man-~made, Improvement in watermanagement ~ this is in domestic
watersupplies —~ is thus in first instance a male concern, However
women's interests in the kind and amount of supply cannot be ncglected.,.
Moreover once improvements arc aimed at water usc, such as hygienie
measures, <tc., these aim mainly at women's positién in watermanagement,-

Watorsupply, The annual rainfall for the Rada'-arca is estimated to be
some 400 mm, However there is a large difference and discrepancy in the
availability of water in the arca, Roughly spoken one should diptinguish
between the area norih of Rads' ~ going fron.east to west and the Wadi
Thah, the basaltplateau and the area west of this plateau around the
Matar Valley, The extreme cages are the Wadi Thah and the basaltplateau , -
The inhabitants of the Wadi Thah have plenty of water throughout the
ear, while the villagers of the basaltplateau are lacking water parts
the year,
though the research~villages chosen are located in one of the thrae
respective areas, one cannot say, when talking about water availability,
that they are representative for each of their arcas, rather their
situation and solutions for waterproblems are indicative for possible
imprévements in the arca north of Rada'|
Therd Are many kinds of watursupplics 10 be found in the arca: natural
springs and streams, natural and man~-made cisterns, hand-dug wells of
different sizes and a complete village watersystem,
Colleoting rain from rowf-services is not practised here,

Garia As 3awda: springs, wells and 2 watersysten

The Wadi Thah counts many natural strcams d€riving their water fromthe
99 springs at the rim of the basaltplateau. Until 6 years ags the
villagers of Garia As Sawda took 211 the water they needed for domestic
use from these streams,

The streams are less than 1 meter in width and no deeper than
50 cm, The water appears of very good quality and does not '
seem to be polluted by its many users in the wadi., The water
is used on the spot for any purpose - clothes~washing, diske-
washing, animal drinking and irrigation, The water—edges are
cleaned yearly from weeds by the people whose land borxders

on one of the streams, :

At present, 2 wells belonging to Garia As Sawda, can be found in the
vadi not far from tie village. One of the rich men of the wadi
construocted his own well in the middle of the wadi on his own land
mainly to ease irrigation, )
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The well with a waterlevel of 1 meter below fieldsurface

and containing water of good quality, has been dug in the
light alluvial soils of the wadi.

It is appr, 6 meters deep, has a width of 2 meters and is
lined with cobble-stones, Although the well is open it is
walled and equipped with its second dieselpump, for which a
small mud~house has been built, The well was dug 6 years ago
by the owner himself and with the help of some labourers., The
costs at the construction-time were 1500 Y.R. The pump runs
several hours a day and the water is guided into a small
ceuented basin from where it runs into the irrigation-ditches.
Farmers ean rent the water for 8 Y.R. per hour, Villagers
could make free use nf it for domestic purposes.

The well has become the most important and permancnt watemsupply of
the village since its connection to the village-watersystem,

Under the auspicien of the Le.D.A. the village started to construct the
supply-system for domustic usc, The government (L.D.A.) tontributed
50,000 Y.R. and a pump, On behalf of the village watersystem a special
well has been constructed and c¢cquipped with the pump, The whole proved
to be a failure because of the bad quality of the water and a solution
was found in

The first L,D.A.-idea was to construct o well next to the
exigsting well but the landowner -~in-question refused to
provide land, After o trial elswhere on a spot which was
considered to 0ildy, the fruityard of the aql became the site
for the new well, The yard is situated on the edge of the wadi
directly below the outerop on which the village is built,

The well is gome 10 meters deep, square - 3 by 3 meters -

and dug in alluvial material of different compositions.

The well is openynot lined, yet the surrounding surface is
walled and cemented somewhat to keep the well clean. The
construction took 35 days and was executed by a contractor yet
with the help and labour of the villagers, Construction-costs
for the well were said to be 20,000-25,000 Y.R.

Once the well was finished and connected to the village
watersystem, the water appeared of very bad quality., It
contained malaria~worms, its colour was yellow and the taste
disliked because of silt., The well has been used for several
months only on fridays for one hour in the morning, The water
then was only used for clothes-washing and animals,

ﬁemoving the pump from the new well to the old well in the middle of
the wadi, for which all the uscrs pa a contribution., Now the
elevatedconcrete watertank in the middle of the village is kept full
so that the women can make permanent use of the watersystem, against a
small monthly contribution, Not every house has its connection to the
system, Although the village has always had the advantage of a
permanent watersource next to the village, the watersystem has certainly
relieved the women of one of their heaviest task: transport of water
from down the wadi up to the village., Compared to other villages which
cannot avail over water all year round and then often over water of
bad quality, the village watersystem of the Garia As Sawda is quite
luxurious, The example of Garia is therefore only of interest as far
as organizational aspects are concerned,
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Al Wadbah: cisterns and welis

In sharp contrast to the viilage of Garia As Sawda stands the example

of Al Wadbah where revival of rain collecting took place,

The village, consisting of 8 houses counts at the moment: an old well,

2 0ld cigterns, 3 new cisterns, one cistern under construction an 1 well
of which the construction has been stopped since the idea of the
possibility c¢f a borehole sitruck the village.

The remarkable amount of watersupplies is on the one hand an account of
the difficulties the people of Al Wadbah had in providing themselves with
sufficient water and on the sther hand an account of private initiative
made possible by the money migrants earned in Saudi-Arabia,

At the establishment of the village some 6 generations ago a well was
dug and somewhat later 2 reservoirs were constructed to provide the firat
settlers with water, These supplies are still in use nowadays,

T:» 0ld well is at present village-propexrty and used by those
vhn don't have other sources of water or whose other sources

are exhausted, The well can only be used for a short period
after the rains, The well is very narrow and about 8 meters deep
dug in rocky material, It is located half a kilometer outside
the village-proper in the upper part of the wadi, The well is
rpen and the women fetch the water with bucket and string.

A shallow drinking-basin for animals is located 1 meter from

the well, while a simple washingplace lays some 10 meters apart
from it, The latter's place was said to be chosen to prevent
wash-water from redraining into the well. When the well has been
exhausted someone might go inside to clean it from alluvial
material, The well ends up in a shallow cave, where it is
Jpossible for a man to walk, This gives the dried up well the
function of a sub-surface reservoir,

The 2 old cisterns can 21so be used by anyone in the villagge.
One has am estimated content of 45 m° and the other of 65 m°,
When filled, the woter will suffice for two to three months
when their use is combined with the well, Both cisterns are
located in the upper parts of the wadi, They are lined with
kathath, which can be found in the area and was formally always
used for lining reservoirs, when the cisterns are empty they
are cleaned and when necessary repaired with cement. Both are
equipped with small drinking-basins for animals and washing-
places - the latters are not always used, Dirt-water connot
drain back into the reservoirs. :

The water is used for all purposes except irrigation.

Once the water in the old well and cisterns is used up the women have to -

and nowadays not all the women ~ fetch water from the large well in

Al Hanska or from the Wadi Sir, a branch of the Wadi Thah, both several

kilometers south of Al Wadbah,

It is estimated that prior to the construction of new watersupplies

there was no water available in the village during 4 or 5 mcnths of the
ear,

gecently and within e year's time 3 families constructed their own cistern

for private use, while one family is still busy to construct its own,

As indicated before, the construction of the cistern was mad possible

by the money earned via migrant-labour, Migrant-labour is usually only

possible_for those families whe have a large number in=texms of active

persona.&%%‘presently own a private cistern, -
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The 3 new cisterts vary in size considerable: one is estimated
to have a ocontent of 10 m thg second one 25 m? and the most
recently constriacted one 150 m

All cisterns are located close to the village yet outside
agricultural fields., Their catchment area appears to be small,
Measurement wag impossible to undertake, All reservoirs are
partly dug and pertly blown in rock on & seemingly suitable
site, The basins are all almost completely cemented to prevent
leskage to occur, They have been provided with steps so as to
ease waterfetching once the waterlevel has lowered, All
cisterns are covered with a simple construction of wood with
mud or corrigated iron and provided with a door, Doors are
kept locked to prevent others from fetching water and women
of the house have to ask for the key.

On several sides of the cisterns there are inlets to guide
the water into the cistern., Only close to the reservoir these
might be cemented. Qutlets are also present to make run-off
of surplus water possible, which is led to the agricultural
fields, Some of the cisterns have drinking-basina for animals,
there are no washing-places, The smallest cistern has been
constructed by the owner himself with the help of labourers
and its construction was said to have cost 20,000 Y.Re.

The second reservoir of some 25 m? was constructed by a
contractor working with 5 or 6 labourers for a period of

3 months, The construction-costs, including the materialsy
food arvdqat for the labourers, were 30,000 Y.R.

The largest cistern with an estimoted size of 150 m has been
constructed by a company specialized in cistern~construction
for the amount of 70,000 Y,R.

Since the owners lack experience onto the lasting of the
supplies not much can be said to that, It has been obsorved:
that the cistern with the content of 25 m~ lasted its users
after 2 wecks rainfall of some 200 mm at least 4 months,

This meant a daily use of 200 liters w*ter for a family of

14 persons with a large herd.,

wWhen the contents of the largest cistern could possibly be
usefull once a year, it would lecave its owner - with a family
of at present 8 members -~ to consume 400 liters of water per
d-y. This consumption would be 2 or 3 timecs the average
household—~consumption for the area,

The new cisterns have 2 large influence on the water availsbility

in the village, the problem of polluted water however remains to be
solved, Since no provisions are made to filter tihe surface water
before it is led into the costerns, the water in the reservoirs is
naturally polluted with slib, stones, animal dirt, etc, Moreover the
water is standing which gives certain mosquitos a breeding-ground

as can be observed not only in Al Wadbah but in almost all natural and
man-made cisterns in the area, The owners try to l:eep the water "healthy"
by leaving holes in the covers through which sunlight can penetrate,
Half a year 2go the men of another house of Al Wadbah started with

the help of other villagers digging a well close to the village on a
piece of useless land in the middle of the wadi, At a depth of 4 meters
they reached hard rock, At that time they were informed about the
possibility of a borehole so they stopped digging and started
transactions with a local drilling-company. After a few months it
appeared thot costs for one drilling were 250,000 Y,R,
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The villagers simply coulc not afford to pay this amount. Now they
try their utmost to find a sponsor or fund, since a borehole also
means to them irrigated agriculture, In the meantime they have lost
their enthusiasm for the well and believe that they won't reach water
anyhow,

AT Rubatt: wells

The village of Ar Ruba't offers a less interesting example compared
to Garia As Sawda and Al Wadbah, None of the villagers owns a
watersupply but they can avail free over the water from ere—ef the 4
wells which are owned by rich men of neighbouring willages. The wells
have been mainly constructed for irrigation-purposes. Although One of
the owners now has constructed a reservoir for domestic use which is
provided with water from his well, ’

The wells are located in the middle of the valley and the women of

Ar Ruba't have to walk half a kilometer for fetching water, When the
pumps are not operating for irrigation-purpsses, one of the owners
will run his pump free of charge., Although the water is rather silty,
people do not find its taste bordersome,

Before the construction of the wells, some 4 years ago, the villagers
relied on springs and natural cisterns not far away from the village,
These are said to have contained less water during the last years
because of lack of rain,

Transport of water

The transport of water for use in and around the house is a heavy
and time-~-consuming activity of women, It is therefore mainly done by
younger women and girls,

Depending on the distance from the village to the watersupply the
necessary time for transport lays between 15 minutes and one hour per
fetchment, Waterfetching is always done in the morning and sometimes
in the afternoon when supply for early next day is required., Usually
the women fetch water individually and when it comes to it two
neighbouring women might join eachother, If they carry a bucket of
water on their heads - which occurs only when the watersupply is
located close to the village - the women can go many times a day,

It is however more common for women to usc¢ 2 donkey for the transport
of water and so they never need to go more than twice a day.

Sometimes a girl will fetch water for neighbours when her own family
does not own 2 donkey, She then will pay by fetching one donkey-~load
for the owners of the donkey.

On the average each household will possesse® one or two donkeys -~ in
Al Viadbah the average number is 3 donkeys per houschéld, but these are
also used for other kinds of transport, In principle it is rather easy
to keep donkeys since they require little attention as far as feeding is
concerned, they do not necessarily need a stall and initial costs are
rather low as well for the donkey as the rubberbags used for water—
transport,

It is not easy to make an estimate of the daily amount women fetch on
behalf of their household, There are all kinds of different sizes of
buckets, tins and rubber-bags in use, From the accounts made a1 the
amount of water fetched it can be said that the daily ratio variea
from 50 liters to 200 liters per household. The mean for the three
villages is estimated to be some 125 to 150 liters per day per
houschold congisting of 6 or 7 persons - with sceveral animals,
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The quantity fetched depends not always on the size of the househald.
The ncarncss of the watersupply and the number of animals that have
to drink water in the house -~ not 2ll animals drink water in the
house and cows usually receive leftover water are also important in
this reaspect, lMoreover weight has to be given to whether women wash
clothes in the house or near the watersupply.

One would expect the village of Al Wadbah to fetech far dess water-than
the villages who are more bounding in water. The difference in amounts
fetched however does not differ greatly between the villages. This
might be due to the fact that Al Wadbah has a larger animal population
and that the women wash clothes more often at home than near the place
of supply compared to other research-villages.

It is important to notify that the efficient use made of the water -
and this is the same for all three villages - in many cases determines
the maxinum amount needed. All women reason that it is easier to use
wvater twice than to fetch it twice. It is only for special occasions
that they fetch more water. The minimum amount fetched is mainly
stipulated by the size of the rubber-bag, which donkeys carry on their
back, According to the women questioned, the amount of water fetched
should have incrcased somewhat since the introduction of the rubber~bags
a few years ago, Before donkeys were loaded with goat-skin-bags which
are smaller in size,

Storage. Since women fetch water daily, storage of water concerns only
small quantities to be used during the day and early next morning,

About every household possesses one or two large round-shaped tin
containers, varying in size from 100 to 200 liters, In Garia As Sawda
these were used for storage of water obtained from the watersystem prior
to is proper functioning,

Furtnermore clay carth jars are in use for cooling waters The jar is
kept[on the outside and placed in ad windy spot on the roof of the house
or vlswherc, Busidesa in the containers and jars, water is stored in any
handy thing, buckets or tins, Water is usually not stored.for more than
one day, "0Oldwater is disliked for drinking-purposes and it will
always be given to animals or used for dung cakes,

Water is stored in or near the kitchen, where most of it is used since
only a few houses have a bathroom or ether place for personal hygiene.
Washing of clothes can either be done in or near the kitchen or in the
inneryard,

v

Use of water, Water canbe used in and around the house for many purposes
The most important uses are: coocking (including drinking and dishe
washing), clothes-washing, personal hygiene, animal consumption and the
making of dung cakes, ‘

Since highly efficient (re)use is made of water it is difficult to
estimate comparative quantities for different kind of uses, At first
sight it would pesem:that animal~consumption requires the largest amount:
a cow needs and receives 30 liters per day and a donkey little less,
Cows however hardly receive fresh water, they are usually satisfied with
2 buckets of left-over water, meaning water which has been used for
coocking, A donzey often drinks at the place of watersupply, Dung cakes
which also require large amounts for their making can also be made

with left~over water,

When not tating reuse of water into account clothes-washing and coocking
require the largest amounts of watery although many women wash oclothes.

-~ near the well -
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near the well or in the wadi, Where women will wash depends not only
on the distance of the watersupply but also on the fact whether they
dislike to be seen by men of the village. The latter applies only to
Garia Ae Sewda and counts especially for the Sadapwomeng;*cf A
Quantities used for personzl hygiene are strikingly smally 'since people
consider their hygiene impcrtant in accordance with the rules of the
Koran. The water needed for washing handa, face, etc, is very
economically used, A full bveth is taken once or twice a week,

For housecleaning hardly any water is used because the mud surface is
unguitable to be washed. Only a few hous¢s have their walls peinted
with washable paint and vynil, a floor cover, is only used in small
quantities for onv room, Carpcets and rugs arc washed several times a year
in thu wadi. The kitchen and the inncryard are the places were most of
the water is used, Cemented washing places are not a common feature in

the villages yet.

i

Reuse and disposal of water, When considering disposal of used water
one should make a distinction between water containing and water not
containing soap, Water with soap can only be reused for the making of
dungcakes but is most often let run away through a gutter or pipe
onto the village street or into the inneryard,

[#ater used for coocking is always given to animals, Usually this water
“Y/zontains left-over food or food reats are added to it, Women who , for
|example do not have & cow will always bring their left-over water to

'gome neighbours to receive buttermilk in return,

_mprovements, The water situation in the three research-villages differs
sonsiderably in water availability and watersupplies, Until recently
in all three villages the water was fetched and used in the same way.
Llthough the water availability has changed profoundly in Al Wadbah the
village is still worse off as far as the quality of the water concerns,
tjoreover half of the villagers have to go a long way when there are no
rains, to fetch water,
2 Recent changes in the odds and ends of water use are of utmost
importance to women in easing their workload., New wells from which the
water can easily be fetched, new nearby cisterns, cemented washing
places and gutters, large rubber bags, large containers provided with a
“ap indicate already significant changes for women who are daily faced
with fetching water, using it efficiently, saving somc for the next
mcrning, looking after water for animals to drink, ctec,
It is a matter of course to the women who have been questioned, that their
farily is willing to spent money on improvements of watersupplies.
Two villages definitely proved their willingness, As far as improvements
in tie field of waterhygiene are concerned - and therewith extension on
water use ~ the aunswer will necessarily have to be left open until the
end of the second phase of the research., One final remark has to be made
on the amounts of water used once watersupplies have been improved and
on behaif of which cstimates will havé to be made on average consumption,
Given the small difference in daily amounts fetched and used per houschold
in Al Wadyah compared to Ar Ruba't and Garia As Sawda - prior to its
village weter system ~ as well as the economic wateruse in all three
villages oae can conclude that with new watersupplies the average amounts
N of water fetched will not raise to a great extend., This could be
concluded when women even with new watersupplies still have to fetch the
water from a distance., Once a village is provided with a rescrvoir,.
water consumption will rise considerably according to the example of
Garia As Sawda, The same can be said when women do not have to wash
anymorc in the wadi's,
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VI ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

Introduction, The research onto women's position in animal husbandry
hae laid emphasisg on their position in dairy-farming and poultry-
farming,

Women are involved in sheep-reaning up to a certain degree. They fetch
fodder, look after young animals and might shepherd the herd when
there is no one else to do so,

The taking care of animals, especially cows and chicken, is one of the
important tasks of women, Both cows and chicken are mainly kept for
subsistance, Their farming is an important emonomic base of the
households,

Only 15% of the women are not active in animal husbandry of some kind-

Two—-thirds of the women are daily busy with looking aftexr cows and ancther

888-third is daily occupied with chicken, Because of a strong work-

division between women of the household, only a third of the women

are busy with both cows and chicken.,

When e woman is not active in animal husbandry, especially when cows are

concerned this usually means that within the eontext of all her aetivities

she does not have time to look after cows. In case a household.does not

have chicken, different factors are involved: their poultry might have

died or consumed or thece might be lack of space to keep chicken,

In principle women_are the sole responsible persons for looking after

CI‘ cows _and chicken, |In thu casc of cows they futch the fodder, fcod the

{cow, milk it, colluct its dung and process the producc., Men howuever take
ézhg,cow for mating and sell or buy cows. In the case of chicken men will

enter the scuene sometimes when they have to be slaughtured and

consumcd or traded on the informal local market

Dairy-farming, Doiry-farming is a highly time—consuming activity and

demands frem—=—wéman some 5 hours per da.z'é when the_prncess;ng/ef~the/’m-g‘
i butter and dung cakes ="included. It is thérefore ‘7
»i’l ung€erstandable-—+thet not every household owns a cow or tﬁ%t~women put out
uvv-—\. VD e

to contract all or some related activities to other women,

. 310nly two-thirds of the households of the sample~population possess a @ow,
VVAS%It does not occur that a household has more than two cows, and usually -

the second one is a calve, (Given the existing feeding-proaatices women

vl [Joan hardly apply economieR of scale, The presence of a cow is highly
" |related to the number of women in the household and to a lesser degree
{to the presence of eldeglnggmen.SThe caretaker can be any woman,
However since elderly women are freed from household duties they are
usually the ones who look after the cow, Or, in case of a large number
of women or young daughters it will usually be the woman who is relative
the eldeat in age who takes care of the cow,
Furthermore the availability of fodder from own produce could be a
determirant factor, yet it has been: found that many women earn of buy
fodder for the cow they keep, This means at the same time that social
value must far outweight the economic value of the animal, since
production~coats are estimated to be extremely high in comparison to
milk production,
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OwnershipIt is most common Zor a household to own a cow by either
having bought or raised one, However it does occur that a cow is put out
to contract on a 50% basis vith some women, or that some activities such
as the fetching of fodder and the making of dung cakes is boarded out

to another woman, In every tase with the exception of fodder the owner
will receive half of the prcduce, whether this be a calve, butter or
dung cakes. When someone else takes care of the cow, the caretaker will
have to provide all the focder, If a cow is put out to contract it is
usually to a relative or a $lose neighbour so as to ease control.

Full ownership is preferred >esdube of occurant difficulties between
owner and caretaker, but the amount of work involved does not always allow
for this,

Housing, Cows are kept in z stall during the night and part of the day.-
In the stall no special provisions are made, Straw is never used for the
cow to lay on. Cows are usuply kept seperate from other animals,

It is never fed in the stall, this always takes place outside the house

in the inneryard. During the day the cow should be outside to prevent it
from £8tching a cold and to give it fresh air, Stalls are dark places

and in most cases there is 1o window or a hole through which sunlight can
penetrate, Only when there 18 relative abundant vegetation for grazing
the cow gets body exercise, Although exercise is considered to be good for
milkproduction, the cow is tiad to a stone all day.

( Fodder., Fodder consists of gorghum stalks, sorghum leaves and clfalfa,
The total amount of feed given to a cow can be considered rather
satisfying given the circumstances,

Sorghum is grown for the dual purpose of food and fodder, Usually the

stalks and leaves are from own jyroduction, Sometimes a woman might earn

stalks by harvesting sorghum for somcone else, or buy stalks when she

does not aave enough to last for one year's feeding or when her household

does not cultivate sorghum, A cow's daily ratio of sorghum is estimated

to be 3 kg, dry weight or some 20-30 stalks, The market~value of this
ount is some 5 Y.H.

Alfalfa, a special fodder crop grown for several years in a row on one
' plot, is unlike sorghum given fresh ~ although it is dried sometimes -
to the cow, It is cut and fetched daily or every other day, The cow's
daily ratio of alfalfa is estimated to be 6 kg, fresh welght of which

__the market-price is 4 Y.R.

Alfalfa is not always obtained from own production. Some women cut and

fetch alfalfa for others and way keep 1 bundle for themselves; other

households might rént a plot of alfalfa,

Besides this basic fodder, some womuen will give their cow weeds, which

they cut themsec¢lves in the fields, or they might 1ut the cow graze with

the village herd after the rains,

Moreover thu cow recedves most of the luft—ovoer food from the housec,

Feeding-practices. A cow is fed by hand twice a day, in the morning and
in the afternoon., The sorghum—-stalks are broken into pieces of 30-40 cm,,
which are split, wrapped in alfalfa and then stuck into the cow's mouth
until it has a good grip on it. While the cow is eating the woman will
make a new package, This time consuming feeding practice requires

1l to 1,5 hours per time, depending on the business of the woman,

At the most two cows can be fed at the same time on the basis of this
feeding practice, The reasoning behind the practice is that a cow cannot
eat the stalks by itself yet needs them to build up a body,

- After a cow -
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After the cow has been fed it receives one bucket of left-over water,

This bucket contains very oten food-rests, This can be anything:

bran, sorghum, wheat, bread, vegetables or chicken bones, As said
€>Nielswhere neighbouring womer. who don't have a cow will also bring left-

over water with food rests %o receive some buttermilk in return, The

amount of food can be a large quantity especially when there has been

a feastmeal, Since the lef'-overs usually have a high nutritional value

they are an important addisional feed, However the quantity is sometimes

such as to leave the cow with stomach problems,

Salt is added to the cows vater twice or three tlmes a week, It is

said to give the cows good appetite.

A calf , which is kept seperate from its mother to prevent it from
sucking, receives milk from “wo teats during its first 2 or 3 monthg,
After that it receives sorghum—-dough and a little alfalfa, When it has
reached the age of 4-5 montrs it is fed in the normal way,

The mother-cow is given special food - cereals and alfalfa - and during
10 days after delivery so i: will regain strength quickly. When

in calf the quantity of fu.d might be reduced as not to upset tho cows
stomach,

Reproduction and economic value of animal, Bulls are kept only by a few
people and not every village aas a bull, Garia As Sawda is the only
one of the three research-villages that own a bull, Yet this is a young
animal and therefore only used for young cows. The men take the cow
for mating to other villages. The bull-owner will charge 20~30 Y,R. per
time, Close to Rada', prides for mating are higher, The age of a cow at
first mating is 2 - 3 years,
Mating is not always succesfull at the first time, Miscarriages are
said to occur rarcly, yet there are enough cases where delivery was
difficult, Young calves are usually killed - especially males - when
some months old, The first calf of a cow is always killed, often for some
special occasion, In between calving~time is estimated to be one and a
half to two years, to ensure milkproduction as well as the production
of young calves for slaughter or raising. A male calf is usually
slaughtered before one ycar of age. A female might be kept to replace the
mother—-cow or to be sold at calving-age. The life time of the animal is
thus strongly related to its sex and production-purpose, as do prices,
For a young cow a far higher price - 4000 Y.R. — is dexa:ded than for an
elder cow - 2000 - 3000 Y,R. —, The price for a calf varies from 300 for
e 3-month old calf to 800 Y.,R., for a one year old one,
Selling and buying of animals - and their produce -~ occurs at the informal
hukgn’ﬁﬂ)!market. Animals hardly ever reach the Rada'-market. The tratﬁing of
<>*«. animals is a male business and men benefit from the money earned at sale,

Iz

Z;ZI : Milkproduction and -produce, The cow is milked two to four times a day,
The woman holds in one hand a small tin container and with her other
hand she will milk the cow, The average daily milk production is
estimated to be 2 to 4 liters yet 2 liters seem to be more common than 4,
The milk production for a lactation period of one and a half year is
some 1000-1500 liters, When taking factors like dry periods into account,

e utmost yearly milk production for the average dairy cow is estimated
to lay between 500 and 700 liters,
Milk products are valued very high especially butter. The fresh milk is
ardly ever used as such, although it might be given in very small

quantities to children or drink when it is considered to do good to
someone's health, Usually women make butter out of it,

~ They sour -
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They sour the milk collect}ed from one day and shake it the next
morning until the fat has teen seperated from the milk, The fa% is- then
heated and smoked above thé fire - if one can afford, a special kind of
red hard wood, jedbah, is used as firewood - for some 30 minutes to
give the butter its special flavour. Then the butter from several days
is collected and treated again in the same way until the butter turns
red, The butter can be preserved for a long period, A cow will produce

(7 2 pounds of butter per week, Since locally produced butter is valued

§ [ "so highly and because of its high production costs it will yield at

esent 80-100 Y,R, per pound when sold. Butter is eaten on bread and

on special occasions or when there are guests, since it forms an
important part of special dishes like masoup and sabaya. Its speciality
made one of two co~wifes remark: "we women have to do all the work,
fetch the fodder, feed the cow, milk it, make the butter but even now
vhile our husband is in Saudi, we have to save the butter for his return
and his guests®.
Buttermilk is surrounded with less speciality., It is an important
regular dish, Buttermilk is never snld, yet frequently given away to
neighbours,
Milk, considered as the gift of Allah, is never traded in the researche
villages, In the village of Al Sif - part of Al Khabar -~ one family is
said to sell milk,

o Money earned from the sale of butter usually benefits the women and
although they might have to spent the money for household purposes,

¢ they will use some for private things, Cheesc¢ is not made in the area.

Meat and hides, Beef is of 1little importance as a source of meat; veal
som.whatmorz, A cow or calf is usually slaughtered for home consumption
for special occasions, Meat is rarely sold at the informal market,
Surplus meat will be salted and dried or smoked so that it can be kept
for a rather long period. The meat suspends from a roomceiling at a
windy spot to keep flies and cats away from it,

Hides and other parts of the cow are never used in the research-

villages.

\Sﬁ\lDung An importantaadvantage of keeping cows iso he dung, which is used
[From Birawood 38 2 fuel, Dung is far more important source fuelfis. The cow=dung
is collected and when suitable layd drying in the sun and as such used
as fuel, It can a&lsn be mixed with sheep-dung, soaked in water for a day
in a special hole near the village, mixed with the feet until it is
dough. The dough is then shaped by hand into cakes which are left
drying on rocks for a few days, The cakes are collected and dbéred next
e the house in large piles, The making of dung cakes is a rather
\5 intenstve activity, moreover since water has to be brought to the dung-
hole., Women usually make dung cakes several times a week,
en the dung has been used as a fuel the ashes are collected to be
used, sometimes together with human excreta, as manure, samad baladie,
Women are allewed to collect dung from outside the village for their
N (own fuel, Sometimes h woman will be asked to make dungcakes for the
owner of the dung and then she may keep half the dung cakes,
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Illness and curement, Know.edge of diseases and the way of curing is
very limited, Although it is difficult to define a pattern of physical
complaints and ways of curenent the following can be said:
The most common complaint ol the women concerned the frequency with
vhich cows have swollen stosaches, This can be caused by fresh alfalfa
or an overdosis of foodrests and some women recognize these causes,
The second complaint concerns lack of appetite - this might be due to
lack of specific nutrients in the fodder ~. Low milk production is
another complaint,
It takes a while before women try curement, if they try at all, The way
of curement depends very mych on the 1nd1v1dual woman and advise
she receives from others, Vhen a cow has a swollen stomach the woman
might try anything: she car give her liver-salt, which is soaked in
water and left on the roof all night or she might give a bottle of
pepsi-gola, which makes the >ow burp and loose its excess air, Some
women try dried alfalfa, Another woman might solve the ptroblem by cutting
part of the ear of the cow,
Lack of appetite can be overcome, according to the women, by giving the
cow salt and/or onions, Sal¢ is also given when the cow has bad breath.
When milkproduction remains low the cow will be sold or slaughtered,
The only curement which is ccmmon for any disease is burning the cow
with a hot iron stick near %he location of the disease, The extend of
burning depends on the considered seriousness of the problem, Burning
is only practised in the las: instance and usually a cow is not burned
more than once or twice its life time,
There is no special person in the area who occupies himself as a
"veterinarian®, Sometimes a local doctor might be called upon. Often the
owners of the cow themselves will try a curement and it does not seem
a special male or female job,

/.,_/

(\\Improvements. The outstanding features of dairy-farming are its high

costs of production in relation to milk production, its labour
intensiveneas and the high social value attached to the butter,

As far as women's position in dairy-farming is concerned the labour--
intensity is of utmost importance, It is especially the time~consuming
feeding which receives the complaintsof women and the main reason why
a cow might not be xept by certain households,

Women are interested in a dairy project, mainly because of the high
social value attached to the ailk, In saying, they are interested in
any improvement that reduces their work-load and gives a healthy and
good milk producing cow. They stand open for modern curing methods

a different bull~breed, less-time consuming and different feeding
practices and ceven for cooperative ownership of dairy-cows,

Parting from the presently required amount of work women arc mainly
intcrested in having better cows instead of more cows, Whenever feeding-
practices would be less time-consuming some women might own more cows
Women gaid to be coamercially be interested in a dairy-project., Others
warned that it is not good to sell milk, Whether it would be the women
who benefit from a commercial project remains to be seen, It can be
gaid however that the chance of them keeping the benefits from produce
is higher in case of a small-scale projcct than in case of a large—
scale project., Important in this respect is also whether large
investments have to be made and which kind of improvement is introduead,
Once a cow is mainly seen a8 an cconomic asset and requires large

)( investments, the dzily responsibility of dairy farming will enter into
the hands of men, leaving women as were labourers and only in the
indirect sense benefits,bereficiones,

- A woman's direct =
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A woman's direct interest would thus be small=scale improvement
especially in the field of labour toehniques for fecding and processing.
Cooperative ownership of cows as such did not raise problems for the
women questioned, and the women would join a cooperative project when
they would have money. However cheque—questione clarified that not all
women knew the consequences as well as pro's and con's of & cooperation,
Coeperative ownership might raise the same difficulties as the existing
shared=ownership of cows, The introduction of certain cooperative
aspects on a small-scale and which aim at cost-reduction and work-
reduction -~ such as stalling scveral animals in one gtall and feeding
them at the same time, the cooperative buying of special feed - would
certainly be morc succesfull and lcaving a woman's individual intercst
the same, Whenever dairy-farming is improvcd on a small-scdle, it

might haspen that more women = thosc who don't have time and thus

those who belong to smaller houscholds - arce able to keep a cew,
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Poultry Farming.

Chickens arc likc cows kcpt for sabaistance for as well a source of meat
as a sourcu of «ggs.

Sometimes all the women of a household will look after the chickens
then again it will be the woman who owns the chickens who looks after
them, while others care less, About two~thirds of the women occupy
themselves with chickens, '

The responsibility for raising chickens is thus much less explicitely
stated among women than it is in the case of cows, Thefbf the ocare is
due to this, In principle it is quite easy to keep chickens, QOne just
[has to have tiem in a seperate store, threw feed and collect the eggs

‘and during the day the chickens will scavenge the streets in search of

food themselves, It does not take much of a woman's time and energy.
Men might be involved when a chicken has to be slaughtered on behalf of
an unexpected guest or when a chidken has to be sold, However theirxr
involvement is far less outspoken than with the selling of cows, And

(ﬁbually the women slaughter the chicken themselves,

The number of chickens per household varies considerably and varies

per moment, Some households will noi have chickens because all have
been consumed, all died or they lack the room for them, When a household
has chickens, and this counts for their large majority, the average
number is @bout 2 chickens and 5 chicks, The number of chickens varies
however per village, The village of Al Xhabar had at the moment more
than twice the average stated for the 3 rescarch-villagesy Thy size of
the houschold is not a decisive factor in the number of chickens, The
impression is rather that poultry farming is not related to anything
spuecial, except for the necessaryp space which is however not a problem
for most houscholds, The individual woman's interest is of more importance
than anything else, in determining the number of chickens that can be
found in the households,

Ownership, Chicken often belong to a specific woman in the house,

Some might put their chickers on a 50% basis to a neighbour or relative
and receiving half of the number of eggs or chicks produced, Chickens
are, unlike cows, owned by the women, which means that they can in most
instances decide what is to happen to them,

Housing, Chickens are kept in a stall or store of the house during the
night, There are no special arrangements made, except when a chicken
is put for breeding, then a box with some straw will be provided,
Chickens lay their eggs whereever there is a suitable places on a bag
or straw that is laying around. During the day they are always outside
in the yard or in the village street, picking whatever they can find,

Feeding-practices., A few timcvs a day grain will be thrown in the yard,
These can be any kind of grains which:.are available in the house,
Sorghum seemg8 to be used more oftun than wheat or barley, Rice is also
given, In rar¢ instances alfalfa is provided on purpose. The chickens
pick their share from the cow'!s provision, Sometimes they receive food=-
rests from the house, but this is neglectable, Grains are in most cases
taken from own produce, yet they might also be bought,

Chicks are given crashed seeds or sorghum—-dough when very young.

Fresh water in a tin is placed daily on a reachable spot for the
chickens, yet some women might let them drink from the water in the

gtreets,
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Eggs and meat. Chickens can be slaughtered at any age depending on the
needs of the family when chickens are good layers. Women try to keep
them as long as possible., If this is not so they are slaughtered,
Chicks of some months old are also used for consumption, especially
when these are cocks, For a guest a fat chicken is killed, In general
however the chickens are small and of little weight,

Only a few women own e cock and hens thus far outnumber cocks,

The village~cocks usually perform their duties for all chickens in the
village, Women practice some sort of melectiong the cocks are often
large, Mating is concidered essential for egg-production and thus not
only for reprofuction, When chicks are desired and there is a breeder

8 to 12 eggs from several animals are collected from several days laying,
and the sitter is put with the eggs in a dark place, The fertility-rate
is feirly high, an average of 7 to 8 chicks out of 10 eggs,

The survival rate of the chicks however is somewhat lower since they

disappear or are frequently eaten by cats or foxes. Chicks are raised
for as well meat and egg~production, A chicken will produce egg when
it is around 6 months old. The average number of eggs per laying—
cyclus of 3 to 4 weeks varies from 10 to 20, A chicken lays an egg every
one or two days. When a chicken is off laying it takes one or two weeks
before it is in laying-condition again, Counting a yearly frequency

of breeding of 3 times it lays o moximum of 90 eggs per year, When a
family has 2 layers this mcans one egg every other day for an average
of 6 to 7 people., Eggs are smnll, Surplus~production for sale cannnt
be said to occur, nor in the casc of eggs, or in the case of meat,
Eggs are rarely traded; they are like milk, considered to be a gift

of Allah, Yet people do not keep as strict to this rulce as in the cose
of milk and everybody knows the price of 1 Y.R. for one egg on the
local market., It is also not uncommon that eggs are given away. In the
village of Al ‘habar the selling of locally produced eggs seems to be
more common than in the 3 research-villages, but the average number of
chicken per household in Al Khabar is however higher.

Local chicken are also rarely sold, although there are set prices in
each village, The priees do not differ much per village, For a hen

25 to 30 Y.R. is paid, for a chick 15 to 20 Y.R. and sometimes a good
layer will yield 50 Y.,R. Cocks are cheaper than hens,

Bought produce, At prescent it is common that men buy frogen chicken in
Rada'. In Garia As Sawda there is a shop which is equipped with a
freezer, Some families consume the frozen produce quite frequently,
others never, Eggs are hardly ever bought in Radat,
In Al Khabar, hoiled, importced eggs are sold in the village shop.
Foreign livestock-produce is also rarely bought, since the local

. ehickens are much more preferred, Besides this the foreign hens are
said to cause a disease that kills the local chickens,

Dung. The yard is cleaned daily or several timus a week from dirt and
chickun=dung. Dung is thought of as a bad thing, which attracts mites,
and is of na usc: one should get rid of it as soon as possible,

Illness and curcment, The women are acquainted with the disease -
New Castle Discase - that can kill yearly a large part of the chicken
population, Some will slaughter their chickens before they are caught
by it, yet many just let them die, They did not develop a curement
for it or try to counteract the disease, For other problems, lack of
appetite and bad laying conditions, no curcments are tried either,
Chickena in bad laying conditions are slaughtered, dead chicken
however are mever eaten,
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Improvements, The present state of poultry-farming with its low

meat~ and egg-production as well as poor housing conditions and
feeding practices leaves much to be icproved., The women did not
complain explicitely about thair poultry-farming, Their problem is

that they can all of a sudden die and be caten by cats and foxes,.
Nothing is done to prevent thieves from killing their poultry, Women's
thoughts on improvements ¢oncern giving the chickens more grains and
water, From the prcsent state of farming ene gets the impression

that chickens are not worthy of too much attention.

The latter impression is contradicted by the outspoken interest in
anything that can help to produce better chicken and more eggs provided
that improvements do not ask to much energy, The scale and kind ~f
improvement are thus of importance,

There are,different reasons wijy a women might be interested in
improvements: the taste of local produce is highly esteemed§ eggs are
eonsidered good for one's health in general and for small children,
cagh-income enables women to purchase private things,

Whether women have a commercial interest in poultry-farming remains to
be seen as in the case of a commercial dairy project, It will depend on
the individual woman's interest, saying that some women will definitely
go fur a commercial project, while others are only interested in and
content with improvements that gives them more eggs and meat for home
consumption,

It also depends on the individual relationship between man and woman
whether it will be the husband or wife who will g~ for and benefit from
a commercial poultry-project. When investments have to be made, men will
necessarily have to be involved,
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AGRICULTURE

Women's role in agriculture gives a samewhat different picture than
their involvement in dairy- and poultry-farming. Men are in'mest cases
the responsible persons for the agricultural production, Thgx‘decide
on what and how it is produced, on whether land is sold or rented, etc,.
Yet women perferm an important pqrt’gf the agricultural work,

In the case of agricultur itvdepends feremest sn the social and
economic background of e woman whether and how she participates in

y a3 production, In this respect the following matters have to
be kept in mind;

= the number of active women and men in the hoggE%:;;r large households
in terms eof active members, women can be fre rom ,héugsehold duties
to perform work in the fields. “Tohwli. U, hunbhe A5ver ceen

= <$he yoccupation of the closest mple relative or hugband, when the
husgéggia main oébupation ﬁizsogg%éidéégéfféﬁl gggg‘the’ﬁsﬁéh migh
either not hawe-$6 work in agriculture at all or work on behalf of
others( N canin o Wi

~ the fact whether a husband oxr other male relative has migrated.
This usually counts for the larger households. It can influence
wvoman's role in agricultural work to be performed or in deocisions to
be taken on behalf of produotion,

-~ the fact whether a household can employ paid labour, For many Sada~

7. women ~ although their households can usually afford to do so -~ it is

44 not done to work in the fields and give men a chance of seeing e woman,

This especially counts for the younger women of the house,

¢7 Age in general determines a woman's role in decisions making or

management, more than it influences the amount of work performed,
All these matters and more render it difficult to determine women's
position in agriculture, not to speak of the differentistion therein,
Mere than two-thirds of the women are to some extend actively working
iQ agriculture. In Garia As Sawda only half of the women perform
agricultural labour,
If women's activeness in agriculture is compared to their participation
in enimal husbandry, it appears that less women are involved in
agriculture than in animal-farming. The main cause of this is probably
that not all households have agricultural land, while it is common far
most houscholds to have at least chickens. There is ne household that
does not keep any animal,

[ ]

. o eas e ke .
Agricultural activities. In general every activity canvand is performed
by women, from ploughing and irrigation up to the storing of agricultural
produce. However-Eadif“of the activities are not/commonly done by women.
women's duties concerns mainly -~ although they are also done by men - p

gorghum—-cobs, harvesting, threshing, winnowing and transport of the
produce to the house, Besides these weeding can be impertant, A woman's
work is Hes mainly related to the cultivation of cereals and #ke fodder~
and the pickingf but in general gat is considered a man's crop, Although
fruits and vegetables are not grown in large quantities, their cultivation
is aleso considered to be a sole male responsibility, Women are said not

to work in either fruit-~cultivation or vegetable—gardening yet they

have been observed picking or harvesting the produce and fetching it

L_home,

To each one of the important female activities something should be said
to indicate the intensity and amount of work involved as well as methods
used. However for practical reasons not all the necessary information
could be obtained so that the description thereof will be postponed

- to later -

harvest=redated—eaetivities: stripping of sorghum-leaves, bundling of N ,thw\

)
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to later reports, What car be said is that the harvesting, bundling
drying, winnowing and treshing of cereals are altogether extremely
labour—intensive, Most of 1t is done by hand with the help of simple
devices and only for treshing donkeys are used,
Women are extremely busy duing peake-periods in the agricultural seasons
and often have to leave pars of their other work to be able to work
in the harvest, Ploughing, irrigation and recently also fertilization
and use of insecticides arc mostly done by men, Planting and manuring
e both done by men and wozen,
Storage of agricultural produce is mainly 2 man's task, examplifying
the importance of men in supporting the family, Many women have to ask
the men of the house for the key of the store when they want te prepare
a daily meal,
The marketing of cereals hardly ever occurs, Qat will always be sold
by men, FPor the sale of alfalfa i% is more likely that women have a say,
but this can not be said with certainty. It occurs that fruits are sold
by women, yet it is unknown whether the money is handed over to men in
some cases,

Organisation of labour, Agricultural labour on behalf cf a household

can be performed by 3 different categcries of people: first of all it
are the family-members themselves - men, women and elderly children -
who in rost cases take the largest proportion of the necessary work for
their account, Secondly professional agricultural labourers ~ men and
women ~ are hired to do a large part of the remainder of the work, yet
in some cases might do almost all of the work on behalf »f a houschold,
The usc¢ of agricultural labourers depends mainly on the economic

status of the fauwily or whether one or two mcembers of the family have
migrated, Labourcers usually do not have much agricultural land
themselves or do not own or rent land at all, An important research—
question is, as yet unanswered, whether both husband and wife perform
paid labour for farmers, There are only a few female labourers in the

3 research~villages and they are widows or divorced women who cannet
depend on a male relative for their support and necessarily have tc-
provide their own living, Other women, who are known to perform labeur
«n bchalf of others, arc usually paid in kind so that they are difficult
to differentiate from the third category of workers. This third category
concerns neighbours and relatives -~ also men and women - who are called
upon during peak seasons, This does not necessarily mean that labrux

is exchanged between households, the idea is rather that certain women -
and men - work for certain households in times these have labour
shortages, This could especially be noticed in the village of Al Wadbah,
were 2 women are regularly called upon by the largest farmers., In Raba't
the notion of neighbour service has probably been replaced by paid
agricultural labour, as is most likely the case in Garia As Sawda,
although paid agricultural labour can also be tied to certain families,
Women thus can be involved in many ways in agricultural production, the
most comron being in t.ie work of the own household., Women might then work
alone or with other men or women of the household. In case women of
ether families help or female labourers are demanded all women will
work together,

During the peak season women-labourers work all day., They are still most
often paid in kind, One woman said she gets as much as she can carry
home, More common is 1/6 or 1/7 of the yield of sorghum, wheat, barley
or alfalfa. The labour will always receive the necessary food-lunch

for the day.

T nor $°
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When peid in cash the daily salary varies from 30-50 Y.R., per day =
depending on whether work is done during the morning or during the whole
day -~ plus food., In the village of Al Khabar payment im cash is more
common than in the 3 researciwvillages, Payment nowhere differs between
men and women, whether this be in kind or not,

Decigionmaking, Women are involved in decisionmaking in agriculture
up te.a certain degree, It is considered common sense that women take
daily or routine decisions or advice on agricultural production,
especially when women are older, It occurs also that they run the farm,
hire labourers, even if they are not active themselves, This applies
again mainly to eldexrly women, in case their husband haa died and the
son is absent,

Women are made responsible for whatever they do within agriculture,
meaning that the husband or another important male relative can call
them to account, This indicatcs the in general subordinated position
of most women in agriculture,

Ownership of land, A woman is entitled to inherit her father's land,
Her share is half of what her brothers receive and 3 times as much as
what her mother receives, It rarely occurs however that land is devided
up on behalf of the daughters., A brother will manage her land. There can
be many reasons for this, A woran lceaves her family to be supported

by her husband and thurefore does not depend anymore for her living on
her fatncr or brothers, When her own family nceds the land she will
feel it an insult to hur family whoen she demands her share, Mercover it
would be a blame en the supporting-capacities of her husband, It might
also be that she just does not care or does not think it worthwhile to
go into troubles with her family., Women in general have less knowlegde
on juridical procedures, Important is also that women marry outside
their village and contacts with her own family are necessarily limited,
The relationship between her family and her husband!s family is also

of importance as well as the marriage~grounds, Thus not all women,
tntitled to their families land receive or demand their legal share,
Whether they form a majority can not be said,

Furthermore a woman is8 entitled by law to inherit her husbands land,
Important in this matter is whetehr she will have children, especially
grown-up sons, The presence of children does not only reduce her share
considerably, it also means that she can be supported by one of her
children, When the son has to make a living from the land, he will take
over his father's position, the mangement of the farm and the support
of his mother, It is also possible that, in case of extended family,
enother close male relative takes over the function of the head of the
heusehold and the woman will be supported by him,

It also occurs that, in case of a young woman, she will return to her
own family to remarry and not demands her husband's sharc, When the
death of the husband concerns a nucleous family the widow might take over
the management or the farm with the hcelp ¢f some male relative's aid,
A widow or a divorced woman can also inherit via her sons, yet nothing
is known onto thid,

The individual circumstances and the way she inherits land determine
women's position towards their own larnd,
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Mlgzgtlon. The influence of migration on women's position in agriculture
is difficult to indicate at this moment. The issue of migration is
complicated and significant enough to'“%n* seperate attention within the
second phase of the research if not within the context of a seperate
research,
Migration in itself means drainage of labour from the household and in
some caseés drainage of fanegement or part of the management., Besides
this a woman can be confronted in different ways with the leave of a
migrant, It depends whether he is the husband, the brother—in-law or
the son, iMoreover the duties of the migrant can be taken over by more
than one person: by another male relative if present, by an uncle -
member of a diffurent houschold =, by the mother Ar wife, when
managing aspects arc concerned. When considering the labour duties also
many solutions are possible, First of all the money sent héme by the
migrant can be partly used for the purchase of food-items, which would
otherwise have been produced by himself and that thus part of the land
is left laying idle, Another way out of the labour problem is that
labourers are hired and paid by the migrants-money #r that the remaining
persons, men and women, perform more work than befére., It is also
possible that part of the land is rented out or returned, To know which
solution is preferred requires knowledge on the existing surplus~labour
and the organisation of labour from within and without the family on the
basis of the research undertaken thusfar it can be said that almost any
possible combination of solutions for raised managerial and labour—
problems occur, For example: an uncle can take over the organisation of
the farm together with the wife of the migrant and hire labourers,
It also occurs that the mother of the house tzkes over and that her
daughter—in-law performs more work. In general however it can be said
that a male relative, who either belongs to another household or the
game, is called upon by the migrant to look after his family, This
trustee will try to find a solution together with the migrants family,
On the one hand migration can leave some women with more responsibility,
independency and work and on the other hand others with less of all these,
The size of the household, and therewith other socio—economic factors,
have a large influence on the kind of effect of migration on women, since
migration is highly dependent on the number of active persons in the
hause, Migration does not seem to determine whether women are active in
agriculture, rather it draws on the amount and kind of work they perform
within agriculture, lMoreover the influence of migration on women's
position in agriculture differs seemingly per village. In Garia As Sawda
wonen said that migration leaves tiem with more work, yet less land is
being cultivated since thc village has a labour shortage. In Al Wadbah
the same amount of land is cultivated although with the help of labourers,
The introdaction of th.. tractor, sven as an indircct effeet of migration,
has not notibly changed women's position in agriculture, Tractors arc
mainly used for ploughing and soil removal which are predominantly male
tivities, Except when it is cquipped with a chart and uscd for the
transport of agricultural produce it is of importance to women. Yet the
number of tractors found in the research—arca is so small that it
only effects a few women,
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Improvements, Women are less aware of problems, although they might be
acquainted with them, than men are, Their life, limited to the village
is such that different ideas or possible changes, only reach them when
they are told by men, Moreover their involvement in agriculture does
not touch enough upon m~nagerial aspects, '

However women were very conscious of the lack of water fer africultural
production, stating at the game time their interest in irrigat.d
agriculture. This espccially counts for Al Wadbah wherc there are no
possibilities for irrigation. In discussing vegetable—-gardening all
women gaid to be very inturested in it and when they would know how to
grow them they would immediately try to do so and in the case of Al
Wadbah, when they would have irrigation-watur, They are interested in
all the vegetables they need: tomatoes, potatoes, spring cnions,
horseradish, pepper and water-melon., In Garia As Sawda a few farmers
grow presently some vegetables and in Ruba't people have been
unsuccesfull in the cultivation of tomatoes, It seems however very
unlikely that women will go for vegetable-gardening, since at present
this is done by men, Yet women consider them to be of high value as a
dail source of food,

What should be kept in mind, once the RIRDP starts its activities in the
area and at present in the field of extension-training, that indspendent
of whether improvements are introduced in the field of rainfed or
irrigated agriculture, it should be tried to involve women directly into
activities undertaken, Women form an important part of the agricultural
labour~force and they might be the managers of agricultural production,
It is to their interest and the interest of their family that they
receive first~hand information,

As can be everseen thusfar, women's pogition in the rural seciety is
defenitely not a gongtraint te invelve them in develepmenteacctivities

in agrieulture, previded that the proper proecedure is feollowed in
approaghing women, Onee an extension-agent is known to the village ~

at pregent an agent will always be a man «~ he will not encounter preblems
in talking to women on agrieultural imprevements especially when the
women are busy in the fields, A village like Garia As Sawda might form
an exception in this respect,

A gpecial interest of women will lay in the field of labour devices for
harvest related activities, Simple mechanical equipment could certainly
diminish their workload to a great extend.

@
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VIII MOTHER AND CHILD CARE

A woman marries at the age of 14 to perform the important duties of
bearer and mother of children., She receives her husband according tn
tradition on the wedding-night when she has to prove her virginity.

A woman has proved her womanship when she has delivered her first child,
Only at marriage she will be prepared for all that comes to having
children.

Ante-natal care, When pregnant, although their pregnancy is considered
of utmost importance, women carry on their life and work as before;
The household- and other activities demand this. Heavy workloads are
avoided only during the last month of pregnancy and only then when
there is someone else in the house to do these tasks, Many women in their
ninth month ¢limb the ladder to paint the heusc all the way for it te
be praper to receive the child and the guests thereafter, Although many
women would like to lessen the amount of work and especially heavy tasks,
“ey simply cannot afford to do sé: meals have t# be coocked, water to
be fetched, cereals to beharvested, fodder to be fetched and children
to be looked after,
There is usually nd change in diet during pregnancy. Particular dishes
or special food~items are not deemed necessary, as they are considered
t4 be after delivery, Many women hAwever recognize that they should eat
good, but not extra ordinamy. It is on the other hand not uncommon for
women to eat less during pregnancy, because they think there is not enough
room for all the food and or a large baby might render delivery difficuldt
Especially experienced women recognize the relationship between the
mother and fetus, although they do not express it in seientific terms,
There are many different ideas en this relationship and the ideas differ
strongly per woman or group of women, For example there are many ideas
on the amount and kind ~f food that reaches the fetus: some women think
all food consumed by the mother will reach the fetus in some way while
dthers think only residues of certain food~items scrve as nutirents »f
the fetus. A few women recognize the function ef the embilical cord
and plaeenta,
Women mainly think in terms of other relationship in connection to
characteristics of the mother which can be trapgferred +teo the fetus,
when the mother gets emotionally upset, angry er "hot", the baby will
react in the same way and wants to get out of its mothers body. The same
occurs when the mother is breastfeeding the child, then her state is
transferred via the mothermilk, A pregnant woman or moth.r should thus
try to prevent herself from getting upset or too "hot" from working in
the sun,
Special cares during pregnancy are thus rather limited, It is difficult
to say whether there is & direct relationship between the occurance of
miscarriages and the state of nutrition and workconditions of pregnant
vomen. 10% of the conceptions for women of all age-groups resulted in g
miscarriage, However there were nn:miscarriages recorded beyond the
fourth month of pregnancy; 17% #f the woman has had a miscarriage and

*gnce a woman has had an abortion she is liable of having another one,

When one would figure the number of miscarriagus for generations of
wonen the above given figures would be much higher,

only 2% of the recorded births arc still births., When onue compares
the above findings to figures stated elswhere for Yemen the above

* dutocomes are strikingly low,

The women qQuestioned did not complain about physical problems during
pregnancy, except for back—-aches and reoccurrant miscarriages, To prevent
miscarriages some women -~ those who can afford to do so - go to Rada!

for treatment, The mobilie clinic is sometimes consulted.
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A local midwife is said not to be asked for advice on the matters of
miscarriage, althhugh some women consult her in order to get jpregnant,
The midwife will then massage the abdomen,

When the fetus is thought not to lay in a good position women practice
a muethod of shaking - called zelwala -~ , A woman will shake the legs
of the pregnant woman as to shake the fetus into a good position,

Delivery, In the rural areas therc arc less preparations made to ease
delivery than in Rada'-~town. There is a high believe in Allah's care and
will, When a woman is in labour she sends for her mother - in - law to
help her during delivery, while the delivering woman sits kneeling the
helping woman will sit behind her to press her back. Once the baby is
born and the helping woman does not know how to cut the embilical coxd,
a local midwife is called upon, She will cut the cord some centimeters
away from the child's body. Nothing is done to cover the embilical cord,
a3 is the case in Rada', Th¢ actual delivery is not announced to anyonc
in the house besides the mother—-in-law, nor is it s<en by anyene, not
even by helping women, It would make the delivering woman ashamed and
upset, The placenta is handled with much cares It is washed several
times, after which spices and grains are added and put in a tin, It is
then placed on a hill out of reach of dogs, but to be eaten by birds,
After delivery the mother and child are washed, The birth of the child
is then announced to the villagers and in case it is a boy accompanied
by gun~shooting,

30 Days childbed. The mother is allowed to rest and should officially
not perform housework during 30 days after delivery, However in the
villages women hardly ever have the occasion to rest,

Usually a younger sister is asked to do the housework during the first
one or two weeks, The mother stays in childbed often not longer than

one week and then she only feeds and washes the child. As soon as she
can ~ and she¢ usually has to, she starts working fully again in the house,
When there is time and money the mother receives special attention from
the other women in the housc and is visited during her first 30 days of
new motherhood by relatives and neighbours. Spesial attention is given

to the food of the mother for her to regain strength: chicken,
chicken-soup, (canned) fruits, and local wheat porridge with local butter,
In some cases the mother cats seperated from the rest of the family,
Many womcn complain about abdominal pains after delivery, During the
first 30 days not much is done to relieve pains, They might press the
stomach with a waterpot or waterbag. In general women consider it a

bad thing to leave the house before the 30 days are over.They would
never consider of going to the Rada'-hzapital unless the problem is
very severe, And usually in that case the husband will have to give her
the edvice to go. The same can be said in case physical problems occur
with the baby during its first 30 days of life.

The baby is surrounded wi'h somcowhat less attyntion than the mother is
during the 30 days after delivery., During the first 3 days of life the
baby is given sweetened water and fresh cream [rom cowmilk, about

1 teaspoon three times a day, The cream is said to be good for the growth
~f the child and moreover it will make it feel full, As soon as the

baby is breastfed the mnther will continue in giving it cream once a day,
when she can afford this,

The matter of hygiene of mother and child is treated with speciality,
There are five fixed days when the mother and baby have to be washed
completely, for both to become pure. These special days are the third,
seventh, fiftceenth, twuenticth and thirticth day. The third, seventh and

= thirtieth day
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thirtieth day the birth of the child will also be celebrated with
neighbours and relatives. There is no difference between the
celebration of a boy and girl, with the exception of the circumcision
of a boy on the third day. The circumcision is usually done by a
special man - & taylor or barber -, The prepuce is pulled, tied and cut
with a razorblade, Afterwards an egg is broken over the penis to stop
bleeding and very often peneciline~powder is used to prevent
inflammation,

Once the 30 days-period is over the mother will visit her parents and
other relatives with the child, whenever possible,

Then again the birth of the child is celebrated.

Breast— and bottlefecding, Breastmilk is valued much higher than bottle-
milk, The bottlefeeding is of far less importance in the research-
villages than in Rada'-~town. In the village of Al Khabar however bottle-
feeding is observed more often than in the research-villages, Women
think it will add to their status when they bottlefeed the child,

The mother will give the breast whenever the baby cries. No hygienic
measures are taken, Children are breastfe¢d for up to two years,

Only when the mother becomes pregnant again she will stop breastfeeding
her child, since breastmilk is then considered to contain certain
clements which are harmfull to the child, However, because the
pregnancy-interval is on the average more than two ycars, this is
unlikely to occur. Usually the mother will stop thu breastfeeding when
she is tirud of it and scus that the child eats all the rcegular food,
Many women now start using the bottle in addition to the breast,
especially when they do not have enough breastmilk, This might influence
infant-mortality in as well a positive as negative sense, In a positive
way gsince many infants are said to have died because of lack of milk
and in a negative way because bottlefeeding is not surrounded with
enough hygienic measures, Besides this, women do in many instances not
prepare the milk in the proper way. They boil water with sugar, pour
some spoons of milkpowder into the ~sometimes s dirty-bottle.

Tre amount of milkpowder used is often insufficient, Women cannot read
instructions and moreover think that thick milk makes the baby vomit.
When the child is able to do so it will suck the bottle itself., Usually
in a busy household the bottle can be found laying on the floor, cmpty
or not, Besides lack of milk, womcn might have othur rcasons to start
bottlufeeding, Breastmilk is considered part of the mother's body and
when given to the baby it will transmit the conditions of the mother,
Onc should avoid giving the baby the breast in ease of angryness, when
one has been out in the sun or when one is upset. Also in case the
mother has been drinking a lot of water, the baby will get stomach~
problems, When she is angry or upset the milk becagmes hot and causes
blisters on the babies mouth and throat. In case problems oecur one has
to milk - red cow directly into the tabie® mouth., Thus when éhildren
are bottlefe many problems are avoided. When the mother is ill and she
has less milk she will also start bottlefeeding,

While the period of breastfeeding is becoming shorter, bottlefeeding
can be practiced for more than two years, Children of 3 or 4 yewrs of
age have been observed sucking the bottle,

Concerning breastfeeding, women recognize to a certain degree the
relationship between their nutricual status and the child's health,
Some try to eat good - wheat, sorghum and fruits -~ to increase their
milkproduction,
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- Weeninge-foods. Women start giving their child weening-foods when it

is around 6 months old ~ at irregular intervals ~ until the child is

one or one and half a year old, The most common foods are biscuits
#oaked in tea and smll pieces of bread soaked in tea, soup or butter=
milk, Beans and sometimes p~tatoes aregiven when available, Wheat of
sorghum porridge is considered tédwbggvy for small children, Whenever
the family can afford it, and this' is usually after mecals, or when there
is a guest, the child will receive fresh or canncd fruit, These are
econsidered more a delicacy than a regular food-item,

when the children are somewhat older, they ~ccasionally cat eggs or
tunafish, These are considerud to be good for children,

As such infant-feeding practices are mainly based on what is locally
available or produced and is thus mainly cereal-based, as is the general
diet of the rural population,

Child-reaning, Personal hygiene is considered of utmost importance and
the women were astonished to be questioned about svch a matter of course,
Hands are washed before meals, A child's face etc. are washed every day,
Furtheron the child is bathed fully every second or third day and at
that time his clothes will be changed., Soap and towels become items to be
found already in many households,

The amount of water available and used for personal hygiene as well as
environmental hygiene and informal medical care seem of much more
importance in determining a child's state of heclth and its chance of
surviving than personal hygiene, Moreover the amount of time required

to keep children clean is also important,

The role of men, Although the mother is the first to 1léok after her
child, the grandmother or clderly sisters arc also importont pursons

in £23%g a child, Womun arc thus the main responsible persens far
looking after a child, The influence of men and their role in decisione
making in what is in the end té4 happen to the child cannot be neglected.
liany men sec¢ to it that their wifus 1aok aftor their child properly.

and give it all it needs. Men buy in many instances the extra food for
the child and often also milkpowder, When things can be bought in the
village~shop women will sometimes go themselves or send an elder child
for an errand. Yet fresh fr.it and vegetables have to be provided from
Radat .

Furthermore men have to decide on whether a woman can go to the hospital
or mobile clinic in the first instance. Once she is allowed to go she
can g0 on her own the next time,

Number of children, The average woman will give birth to 5 alive born
children in her lifetime of less than 40 years, The fertility rate for
women in the agu—group of 15-45 ycars is cstimated to be 6, None of the
wvomen of the sampl. population gav. birth to a child when under the age
. #f.15 ycars and only half of the women under the age of 20 ycars bore
a.child, The latter fact might be duc to migration of young husbands,

Approximatcly 17% of all children born ¢id not rcach the ag. of 10 ycarsg
10% of the children born died in their first ycar of life, Infant
mortelity ratus are thus very high, yet far lower than the cstimates for
oth.r parts of the country. Thu main caus.s for high infant mortality
arc most probably malnutrition and bad hygivnic circumstancus,

- Stating the figurcs =
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Stating the figures given thusfar in another way:
out of all conceptions there are:

-~ 10% miscarriages

- 2% stillbirths

- 88% lifewbirths of which 10% die before 1 year of age
7% die before 10 years of age

The average number &f children of the women of all ages is at present
2,2, which is rather low considering the average age of 33 years,

At the time of the survey 1 out of 3 women, who could possible be
pregnant wad pregnant, This would result in a crude birth rate of 90
per 1000 inhabitants, a figure twice as high as the national average.
The causes for this high pregnancy-rate can probably be found in the
instance of migration, The husbands of many women who are pregnant
returned home from Saudi-Arabia,

Family-planning, The average woman can thus expect to have 5 children
in her 1life, Women usually start thinking about gamily-planning when
they have already many children and nave experienced the amount of

work and emergy that goes into the bearing and reaning of children,

In gencral therc is a strong bslicve in God's will when the number of
children e woman will bear is conccrned, Women who expericnce difficulty
in getting or staying pregnant are pitied, Many women wish a large
number of children for many reasons. Many children die before they
reach the age of 10 years and many women take the low survival-rate
into consideration, Children are moreover a labourforce and an
insurance for one's old age., Besides this social status is related to

a large family and especially to a large number of boys. Many men want
their wifes to have many children and will do everything to help them
in this. :
When women are asked the number of children they want their own children
to have the answer differs from the number they themselves have or
think they should have, Because of the sumount of work involved women
state the ideal number to be 2 or 3 children.

Due to the influence of child=-reaning on their work and life women talk
ver,; often among themselves about having children and all that comes to
it, A few women start talking about the advantages of having less
children and met iods of birth-control center the discussions, About every
women knows about th. birth—control pil and threc-months ~injections,
but only a few are actually acquainted with its usc, Women lack a good
understanding of the working of these and their ideas on their quality
differ considerably,

Their knowledge on conception and thus contraceptives, goes asg far as
women will say: '"when there is no monthly bleeding, one is pregnant,®
Since the three~months-injections prevent women from bleeding, the
method is highly disliked,

In this context it is important to notify that women think they can
prevent pregnancies by drinking the extract of special spices during
their period, They might practice this method when they don't want a
second child to be born too soon after the first one, The background to
this reasoning might lay in the Koran-statement prohibiting intercourse
during the woman's period. Although the discussion of having children
occurs frequently among women themselves, some women say they discuas
the topic with their husband. Men bring sometimes contraceptions from
Saudi~Arabia and a few young couples practice family-planning,

-~ In conclusion =
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In conclusion one can say that there ar: 3 categorics of women who arec,
as yet;, interested in using contraceptives:

- those who already have many children and cannot take the burden
of another child

-~ thosc who have just given birth to a child and don't want the
sccond one to be born too soon

~ those who arc young and think the ideal family consists of a father,
mother and two or threc¢ children

Improvements, The villages of Garia As Sawda and Ruba't have now been

vigited for over one year by the mobile cliniec of the Church of Scotland
Mission. One of the purposes of this clinic is to give special attention
to preventive mother-~and-child—care, The influence Jf the clinic on the
exigting mother-and—child-care is difficult to seperate from its general
influence on the health—care in the villages and it will thus merit more
attention during the second research-phase,

Thusfar it can be said that many more (pregnant) women and children start
attending the clinic and that slowly knowledge on a different mother—
and~child~care is spreading., In the village of Al Wadbah, which does not
take part in the mobili c¢linic, women have less knowledge on different
oares, It is however as yet difficult to say whether the relative
isolation of the village is also of importance in this respect.

It is8 not to say ithat the women of the other villages know what the first
things said on a differenteare it all for: why they receive vaccinations,
why a blood~sample is taken from them, why they have to feed their
children differently or should avoid bottlefeeding,

Their clinic-attendance ~ and this is a first step in a new direction =
has very much to do with what they think modern medicine — not preventive
health care ~ can bring them, And once a medicine has helped them to
golve .o problem they will most likely repeat their visit when new
phyasical problems arise as they will encourage others to visit the clinic,
Preventive mother-and-child-care is very much a matter of adapting new
knowledge to the existing mother-and-child-care and to the possibilities
of women to change their situation,

When taking 211 this into account, future extension on mother-and-child
care has teo part from a rather lengthy list of matters,

Important in this respect are:

- the existing knowledge on conception;

~ the existing knowledge on the relationship betwecen mother and fetuss

~  the matter of hygiene as it is related to environmental hygicne,
availability of water and informal medical cares

~ the nutrition of children being a reflection of nutrition of the whole
of the rural populations

=~ the workload of womeng

~ the influence of men in decision-making and transfer of new ideas,




