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AFRICAN WOMEN'S ASSEMBLY

L’ASSEMBLEE DES FEMMES AFRICAINES

WHAT ZIMBABWEAN WOMEN ' .-

ARE SAYING

- ABOUT RURAL WATER
- ABOUT ENERGY
- ABOUT AGRICULTURE

- ABOUT ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH




RURAL WATER

Backgrounyg facts:

Larrge pumbers of rural people are dreinking fraom anprotected
walls and vivers. Cunsequent !y, anost of the diseasss women and
childrern are treated tor at rural clinics (bilharzia,
poliomylitis, and malaria) ars water related. Mary water

oMk Ces have been deStFDyed because the kind of cultivation of
vlieis and str=am banks has led to drylng up of weLlandb and
511tat10n of Flvers.

The Women Say:

The destruction of these water souwces and the fact that
boreholes are aften sited lorg distances from the villages and
frequently breakdown mean that life for them and their children
is a constant drudgery. They carry water over longer distances
with heavier and heavier loads.

In the planning stages of water projects, women who know about
the water problem arese not consulted while, instead, men are
chosen to repressnl women when declsioms are made. They cite
the design of boreholes as an example: because womer are not
involved in their design, moszt pumps are too heavy for women and
giris. And they zay:
- that more boreholass and water catchment areas be
constructed;

- that old boreholes be recanstructed and better maintaineds

R}

- that smaller dams be built in dry stoney areas; and

- that de-salinisation research on horeholes be improved.
The women stress as most important that there be more popular
involvement by women as well as by men in the water master
plans. The chief reason, they say, that problems affecting

women are not given priority attention is that women are not
represented on commiittess rmor in local authorities.

ENERGY

Backaround Facts:

|—1-

Traditionally, he provision of energy has been and is still the
2gponsiblility of women. Most rural people rely on fuel wood
for domestic energy. in the past women picked up dead twigs and
grass but as Lhese become unavailable, they resort toc whole
Sranches and Lhen to whole treess. Fopulation pressure and
increased use of marginal lands for agriculture has led to
disappearance of much of the rnatural forests. The result is a
seriouws energy crisis in much of rural Zimbabwe. Rural women
must travel longer and longer distances to search for fire wood.
The amount of time womern spend on gathering firewood deprives

them and their families of time to spend on cooking and other
household chores.
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The Women Re
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- that biogas knowledge be mede available to all;

- that government subsidise or provide loans for low cost fuel
efficient stoves;

- that women be actively involved in the design of these
stoves and that they be tested in the rural areas;

- that more research be dore on use of sclar energy;
- that government hasten its pace to electify the rural areas;
- that reforestation programmes be accelerated;
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- that goverrmment look for indigenous trees alternative to gum
trees which have a loung-term negative effect on soil
structure;

- that schowuls be sncouwraged to have students grow seedlings
which zan be replanted in needed areas; and
- that the practice of depleting the forests in rural areas to

provide fTuslwood for urban people be discouraged.

AGRICULTURE/FOOD SECURITY

Sackground Facts

gighty percent of Zimbabwe s people live off the land. Women
have been traditionally responsible for producing food for their
families while mern sought paid employment in wban areas. The
country adopted from the colonial past a dual agricultural
system: a Commercial sector and a Communal sector. The |
Commercial farmers, mainly whites, had large tracts of land in
regions with more reliable rainfall and good soils. These
farmers praoduce cash crops mainly for export. They own advanced
farming equipment, have actess to credit and comprehensive
wtention service. - commurial sector is
characterised by s with small pieces of land,
little accesse Lo credit or exlensd services, and situated on
agriculturally marginal lanmd. There is extensive degradation in
the communal area and only minimal degradation in the commercial
AlMEAS.

Women in Zimbabwe have been traditionally responsible for
producing food for their families, while, men sought paid
employment in wurban areas. Even on commercial farms the
majority of the workers were women.




Some Buccesses since Independence cams in 1YEO

1. BGeneral Marketing Board depots are now located closer to
villages, lessoning the transportation burden.
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. Women can mow get Agricultbtural Finance loans.

Health nutrition education is helping women make sound
decisions with their Crops.

I»
.

4. Their yields per acre have increased.

Women Voice Constralmts/ Froblamns

- acute shortage of agricuellbo
animalss

eguipment and draught

- agriculture producer prices btoo low;

- inadequate Lransportation equipment delay selling of their
produce;

- lack of female extention officers (women say husbands

discourage wives spending time with male extention
officers);

- hushands (usually away in cities) dictate to wives on types
of seeds to grow yet women with their accumulated experience
with ploughing and tending crope can better make wise
agricultural decisions.

Women ~Recommend

el

- that every farmer have access to extention workersg

- that women be fully integrated inmto agricultural research
arnd extentions:

- that women have riaht to cwn land and be able to decide on
what cropg to grow i . ut waliting for their absent
husbands to make declisd

- that collective ploughing be encouraged;

- that grazing areas be selected and that those farmers who
fail to comply have their livestock forcibly padlochked;

- that government assist in insuring there is adequate
transport of a harvest before it spoils.
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HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Recognising ezl e SIS
other developing counhei
envirarueent than sophisl)
this to say:

ity rates in this as in
Ttoof improved

W R B e
el oruwge, the women of Zimbabwe had

- that since most dis

rases Lo Limbabwe are water related, it
is the supply of clean drinking water, better sanitation and
better housing that will provide lasting solutions to health
problems;

- that family planning education is especially necessary for
men in rural areas. (On this subject the women are better
educated tharn the men.);

- that although 70% of the children have been immunised,
efrorts to reach the other 20% should be intensified;

-~ that the number of village health workers be increased;

- that each rural cliinic have st least one doctor and three
Murses; :

- that the attitude wf the nurses toward the rural people be
improved; " .

- that the drugs/medicine supply for rural clinics be
increased and traditional medicine research carried out to
alleviate drug shortage;

- that more ambulances be available for emergency transport.

¥ All of the factual material and the positionsg ascribed to
women of Zimbabwe are taken from reports of the Freparatory
Workshop to the African Women s Assembly held on 185-16
August, 1983 at Belvedere Teachers College, Harare. The
Reports provide an overview of what women in Zimbabwe are now
doing and haow they thiink they might be imvolved more
effectively in efforts to conserve natural resources. Their
concern is with the ways that will help to achieve seld
sufficiency in focd, water «h0 =2nergy.




